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I Jesus' Ub and Minbty 

A FTER leaving the house of a 
prominent Pharisee, who appar- 
ently is a member of the Sanhe- 

drin, Jesus continues on toward Jeru- 
salem. Great crowds follow him. But 
what are their motives? What is'really 
involved in being his true follower? 

As they travel along, Jesus turns to 
the crowds and perhaps shocks them 
when he says: "If anyone comes to me 
and does not hate his father and mother 
and wife and children and brothers and 

1 sisters, yes, and even his own soul, he 
cannot be my disciple." 

What does Jesus mean? Not that his 
followers should literally hate their rela- 
tives. Rather, they must hate them in 
the sense of loving them less than they 
love him. Jesus' forefather Jacob is said 
to have "hated" Leah and loved Rachel, 
which meant that Leah was loved less 
than her sister Rachel. 

Consider, too, .that Jesus said a disci- 
ple should hate "even his own soul," or 
life. Again what Jesus means is that a 
true disciple must love Him even more 
than he loves his own life. Jesus is thus 
emphasizing that becoming his disci- 
ple is a serious responsibility. It is not 
something to be undertaken without 
careful consideration. 

Hardship and persecution are in- 
volved in being Jesus' disciple, as he 
goes on to indicate: "Whoever is not 
carrying his torture stake and coming 
after me cannot be my disciple." Thus, 
a true disciple must be willing to under- 
go the same burden of reproach that 
Jesus endured, even including, if nec- 
essary, dying at the hands of God's 
enemies, which Jesus is soon to do. 

Being a disciple of Christ, therefore, 
is a matter that the crowds following 
him need to analyze carefully. Jesus 
emphasizes this fact by means of an 
illustration. "For example," he says, 
"who of you that wants to build a tower 
does not first sit down and calculate the 
expense, to see if he has enough to 
complete it? Otherwise, he might lay its 
foundation but not be able to finish it, 
and all the.onlookers might start to rid- 
icule him, saying, 'This man started to 
build but was not able to finish."' 

So Jesus is illustrating to the crowds 
following him that before becoming his 
disciples, they should be firmly decided 
that they can fulfill what is involved, 
even as a man who wants to build a 
tower makes sure before he begins that 
he has the resources to com- 
plete it. Providing another il- 
lustration, Jesus contin- , 
ues: 

"Or what king, march- -I 
ing to meet another king 
in war, does not first sit , 
down and take counsel 
whether he is able with 
ten thousand troops 
to cope with the 
one that comes 
against him with 
twenty thou- 
sand? If, in 
fact, he can- 
not do so, 
then while, 

l a q  
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tnat one is yet Tar away he sends out 
a body of ambassadors and sues for 
peace." 

Jesus then emphasizes the point of 
,@ illustrations, saying: 'Thus, you 
--k - 

bay be sure, none of you that does 
@ say good-bye to all his be- 

-. everyone else who 
learns of Christ, must be 

willing to do. They must 
be ready to sacrifice 

everything they have-all 
their belongings, including 

! life itself-if they would be 
his disciples. Are you willing to 

' do this? 
"Salt, to be sure, is fine," Je- 

sus continues. In his Sermon on 
the Mount he said that his disci- 
ples are "the salt of the earth," 

meaning that they have a preserv- 
ing influence on people, even as lit- 

eral salt is a preservative. "But if even 
the salt loses its strength, with what 

will it be seasoned? It is suitable nei- 
ther for soil nor for manure," Jesus con- 
cludes. "People throw it outside. Let him 
that has ears to listen, listen." 

So Jesus shows that even those who 
have been his disciples for some time 
must not weaken in their determination 
to continue. If they do, they will become 
useless, an object of ridicule to this 
world and unfit before God, in fact, 
a reproach upon God. Hence, like 
strengthless, contaminated salt, they 
will be thrown outside, yes, destroyed. 
Luke 14:25-35; Genesis 29:30-33; 
Matthew 5: 13. 

+ What does it mean to "hate" one's relatives' 
and oneself? 
4 What two illustrations does Jesus give, and 
what do they mean? 
+ What is the point of Jesus' concluding com- $nts about salt? 
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" ~ h u s  in a mighiy m g  ;Ijle word of Jhozlclh kepf grozuing and prevailing."-ACTS 19:20. 

M ORE than 1,900 years ago, ene- made known the good news of Jehovah's 
mies of the Christian message Kingdom, there was action and reaction, 
a d  oppoe~s  of the missionary and often persecution. Other early Chris- 

Pad COmP&ed: "These men that ti8ns also suffered persecution. But always 
have oVertmed the inhabited are "the hand of Jehovah was with them." 

present here also, . . . and [they] ad in -Acts 11:21. d 
opposition to  the decrees of Caesar, saying Who had initiated this vital Christian 8) 

missionary activity? It was Jesus, a unique -- 
there is another king, Jesus.' (Acts 17:6,7) man with a stirring message and an unusu- Erevm the Christian missionary al method for propagating it. Remember - - -  
I. (a) What @mplaint did enemies of Christian- that Jesus, the Son of ~ i d ,  C~IIE to the 
ity make in the ikst century C.E.? (b) What Jewish people with a startling announce- 
followed wherever the missionary Paul preached - 
the good news of God's Kingdom, and what was 2. Who initiated the Christian missionary activ- 
always with the early Christians? 

Y I- '  . r . 
*+.*:. 



ment about the Kingdom of God. But they 
were only interested in their own salvation 
by works of the Law.-Matthew 4:17; Luke 
8:l; 11:45, 46. 

"To All the Nations" 
3 Thus, we can imagine the surprise of 

Jesus' Jewish disciples when he told them 
three days before his death: "And this good 
news of the 'kingdom will be preached in all 
the inhabited earth for a witness to all the 
nations; and then the end will come." His 
disciples must have wondered how they 
could ever preach the good news "to all the 
nations." How could such a small body of 
believers ever accomplish such a stagger- 
ing assignment?-Matthew 24:14; Mark 
13:lO. 

Later, the resurrected Jesus added a 
command, saying: "AIl authority has been 
given me in heaven and on the earth. Go 
therefore and make disciples of people of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the holy 
spirit, teaching them to observe all the 
things I have commanded you." Thus they 
were commissioned to take their Master's 
message to "people of all the nations." 
-Matthew 28: 18-20. 

"his came to include preaching to Gen- 
tiles, which proved to be a challenge. Pe- 
ter's attitude over three years later is proof 
of that. By means of a vision, Peter was told 
to eat defiled creatures as food. When God 
indicated to him that things formerly con- 
sidered defiled were now to be viewed as 
dean, Peter was perplexed. Then Peter was 
directed by God's spirit to visit the house of 

3. What prophecy by Jesus must have surprised 
his Jewish disciples, and why? 
4. What command did the resurrected Jesus 
give to his disciples? 
5, 6. (a) How did the preaching of the good 
news of God's Kingdom reach the Gentiles, and 
with what result? (b) How did the elders in 
Jerusalem respond when Peter related to them 
his experience with the Gentile Cornelius? 

the Gentile Cornelius, a Roman centurion. 
There, he perceived that it was God's will 
for him to preach to Cornelius, though he 
had previously thought contacts with peo- 
ple of other races to be unlawful. As Peter 
was speaking, holy spirit fell upon that 
Gentile family, and this indicated, in effed, 
that the field for Christian missionary ac- 
tivity must now expand to include the non- 
Jewish world.-Acts 10:9-16,28,34,35,44. 

When Peter explained this development 
to the elders in Jerusalem, "they acqui- 
esced, and they glorified God, saying: 'Well, 
then, God has granted repentance for the 
purpose of life to people of the nations 
also.'" (Acts 11:18) Now the Gentile na- 
tions could freely receive the good news of 
Christ and of his Kingdom! 

Missionaries to the Nations 
The preaching work, which had gath- 

ered momentum after the martyrdom of 
Stephen, now took on a different dimen- 
sion. With the exception of the apostles, 
the congregation in Jerusalem had scat- 
tered. At first, those persecuted Jewish 
believers preached only to Jews in Phoeni- 
cia, Cyprus, and Antioch. "However, . . . 
some men of Cypm and Cyrene . . . began 
talking to the Greek-speaking people, de- 
claring the good news of the Lord Jesus." 
How did Jehovah view this missionary ac- 
tivity to the nations? "The hand of Jehovah 
was with them, and a great number that 
became believers turned to the Lord." 
Thanks to the boldness of those early Chris- 
tians, effective missionary activity was be- 
ginning to spread in the lands around the 
Mediterranean. But more was yet to come. 
-Acts 4:31; 8:l; 11:19-21. 

*About 47-48 C.E., God, through holy - 
7. How did Christian missionary activity begin 
to spread in the lands around the Mediter- 
ranean, and how did Jehovah view this? 
8. How did God indicate a decisive move for the 
expansion of the missionary work? 
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spirit, indicated a decisive move for the 
expansion of the missionary work. The rec- 
ord at Acts 13:2-4 tells us: "The holy spirit 
said: 'Of all persans set Barnabas and Saul 
apart for me for the work to which I have 
called them.' . . . Accordingly these men, 
sent out by the holy spirit, went down to 
Seleucia [the seaport of Syrian Antioch], 
and .from there they sailed away to Cy- 
prus." How thrilling that must have been 
for Paul and Barnabas-sailing to their 
first foreign assignment! The apostle Paul 
was spearheading the Christian missionary 
activity. He was also laying a foundation 
for a work that would be completed in our 
20th century. 

gPaul went on to make three recorded 
missionary tours plus his journey to Rome 
as a prisoner. In the course of these, he 
opened up the work in several cities in 
Europe and preached the Kingdom message 
in countries and islands that today are 
known as Syria, Cyprus, Crete, Turkey, 
Greece, Malta, and Sicily. He may even 
have reached Spain. He helped establish 
congregations in many cities. What was 
the secret of his effective missionary activ- 
ity? 

Effective Teaching 
lo Paul imitated Christ's way of teaching. 

Therefore he knew how to relate to people. 
He knew how to teach and how to train 
others as teachers. He based his teaching 
on the Scriptures. He did not try to impress 
others with his own wisdom but, rather, 
reasoned from the Scriptures. (Acts 17: 
2, 3) Paul also knew how to adapt to his 
audience and how to use the local setting as 
a springboard for his message. As he said: 
"I have made myself the slave to all, that I 
may gain the most persons. And so to the 

9. What did the apostle Paul accomplish by 
means of his mission 

activity? 
10. Why was Paul so e ective in his missionary 
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Jews I became as a Jew. . . To those without . 
law I became as without law. . . To the weak 
I became weak, that I might gain the weak. 
I have become all things to people of all 
sorts, that I might by all means save some." 
-1 Corinthians 9:19-23; Acts 17:22, 23. 

l1 Paul and his companions were effective 
missionaries. By perseverance and endur- 
ance, they established and strengthened . . Chmhn congregations everywhere they 
went. (Acts 13:14,43,48,49; 14:19-28) The 
early Christian ministry was so widespread 
that Paul could eventually write about "the 
truth of that good news which has present- 
ed itself to you, even as it is bearing fruit 
and increasing in all the world . . . , and 
which was preached in all creation that is 
under heaven." Truly, early Christian mis- 
sionary activity affected people.-Colos- 
sians 1:5, 6, 23. 

'2 However, by the beginning of the sec- 
ond century C.E., apostasy was creeping 
into the Christian congregation, even as 
Jesus and the apostles had warned. (Mat- 
thew 7:15,21-23; Acts 20:29, 30; 1 John 2: 
18, 19) In the centuries that followed, the- 
ology and pagan doctrine submerged the 
Kingdom message. Christendom sent out 
missionaries, not to preach the true King- 
dom of God, but to impose on defenseless 
natives-often with the sword-the king- 
dom of their political masters and spon- 
sors. Authentic Christian missionary work 
ceased but not forever. 

l3 Toward the close of the 19th century, 
Charles T. Russell, the first president of the 
Watch Tower Society, saw the need for 
missionary activity. He thus organized an 
extensive witnessing campaign, and he - 
11. 'What indicates that Paul and his compan- 
ions were effective missionariee, and how wide- 
spread was the Christian ministry? 
12. What caused the authentic W i  mis- 
eionar~r work to cease for a time? 
13. How did a missionary campaign get started 
in modem times, and what was accomplished by 
the end of 1916? 

frederic
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The third president of the 
Watch Tower Society, Nathan 
H. Knorr, had a team of zeal- 
ous men working with him. 
Evidently under the direction 
of holy spirit, in 1942 he saw 
the need to open up a mission- 
ary school in preparation for 
the post-World War 11 chal- 
lenge. In the midst of that 
world war, he took the ini- 
tiative, and the Watchtower 
School of Gilead was inaugu- 
rated in northern New York 
State in February 1943. With 
four instructors, it gave Bible- 
based training for missionary 
service to over a hundred zeal- 

himself visited many cities in the United ous pioneer -ministers, male and female, 
States, as well as traveled the world by ship every six months. Has their resultant activ- 
to visit as many countries as possible, His ity been effective? 
Bible-based writings were publiished in 35 l6 In 1943 there were only 126,329 Wit- 
languages. It is said that he traveled more nesses preaching in 54 countries. What is 
than a million miles as a public lecturer and the situation today? Now, 45 years later, 
preached more than 30,000 sermons before there are 28 times as many, over three and 
his death in 1916. a half million active ministers in 212 coun- 

"His successor, Joseph F. Rutherford, tries and islands of the sea. A signiscant 
&o m~gnized the vital need for mission- part of this increase has been due to the fine 
ary .activity. In the early 1920'9, he sent out foundation laid by the more than 6,000 
capable men to diEerent countries to help missionaries who have graduated from the 
get the preaching work established. Mis- Gilead School. These have come from 59 
dP_aaries pioneered this Kingdom work in countries and have been sent out to 148 
Spltin, South Anrerick and West ARica. fn different lands over the course of the last 
1@81 kn apped was made for volunteers to five decades. With their help, instead of 
reinforce the work in Spain. Three young just over a hundred thousand Witnesses for 
men from E n g h d  responded and served the whole world, as there were 45 years ago, 
there under the most difficult and arduous there are now ten countries that have each 
circ- for four years until the out- more than a hundred thousand ministers 
break of the Spanish Civil War in 1936. preaching and teaching the good news. In 
Then they had to flee for their lives. most of these nations, the Gilead mission- 

IS During the decade of the 1940's, better aries have been in the vanguard of the 
things were to come in missionary activity. evangelking w& - - 
1 4  What did Joseph F. Rutherford do to further 16. (a) Ibw many Witnemes were preaching in 
the missionary activity? 1943, and how daea that compare with today? 
15. What took place in the 1940's to expand the (b) What part have the missionarie~ had in this 
missionary work signiiicantly? increase? Explain. 

(An e f t l e e  ~ r t . t ? d  marethan ~,~ pabfiahear) 
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l7 Whether we refer to the early or the 
modern Christian missionary work, there 
are basic factors that have made it effec- 
tive. One is the direct contact with people 
that results from the house-to-house min- 
istry and informal witnessing, as well as 
the home Bible study arrangement. (John 
4:7-26; Acts 20:20) Another factor is the 
direct and simple Bible-based message that 
highlights the Kingdom of God as the only 
permanent solution for mankind's prob- 
lems. (Acts 19:8; 28:16, 23, 30, 31) And 
many of our missionaries are serving in 
underdeveloped countries where the need 
for God's righteous rule is very evident. A 
third factor is the love that Christ taught 
and that our modern missionaries manifest 
in their daily dealings with people of all 
kinds and origins. There is no question 
that, over the past 45 years, Watch Tower 
missionaries have made a major contribu- 
tion to the global expansion of Jehovah's 
organization.-Romans 1: 1417; 1 Corin- 
thians 3:5, 6. - 
17. What are three basic factors that have made 
both the early and the modem Christian mis- 
sionary work effective? 

Questions for Review 
n How did the Christian missionary 
work get started, and how extensive 
was it to become? 

What role did the apostle Paul 
have in expanding missionary work? 

How was missionary work revived 
in modem times? 

What factors. have made 
missionary and pioneer service 
effective? 

How can we imbibe the pioneer 
spirit today? 

Pioneer Spirit Takes Hold 
I8 NO doubt the zealous example of the 

Gilead graduates stimulated others with 
a desire to be full-time ministers. Today, 
there are hundreds of thousands of other 
witnesses of Jehovah who have imbihed the 
same spirit of missionary zeal. These too 
are pioneers in the real sense, following in 
the steps of Jesus, "the Pioneer of their 
salvation."-Hebrews 2:lO; 12:2, Moffatt. 

l9 Since the 1960's it has become very 
Mcult to send missionaries into a number 
of countries. The Watchtower Bible School 
of Gilead continues to supply missionaries, 
to the extent possible, according to the 
need in foreign lands. However, there is a 
tremendous field worldwide for those Wit- 
nesses who have the true pioneer spirit. 
Many have volunteered to make their own 
arrangements to serve in lands where the 
need is greater. Are you one who could join 
them? Such ones often comment that hard- 
ships and sacrifices are compensated for 
over and over again by the great joy of 
feeding Kingdom truths to sheeplike ones 
in developing countries. They are rewarded 
a hundredfold in h d i n g  new "brothers and 
sisters and mothers and children" and in 
sharing with these the wonderful hope of 
everlasting life in "the coming system of 
things."-Mark 10:28-30. 
* Moreover, there are hundreds of thou- 

sands of Jehovah's servants today who re- 
port sacred service each month as regular 
or auxiliary pioneers. Most of these work 
diligently in their home territories. In 
many countries, these do the greater part - 
18. Who else have imbibed the same spirit of 
missionary zeal as the G i d  graduates? 
19. What have many Witnesses with the pioneer 
spirit volunteered to do, and how do they feel 
rewarded? 
20. (a) Who are doing the greater part of the 
preaching in many countries? (b) How is it that 
Japan reports a total of more hours of field 
service yearly than almost any other country? 
(c) What question would we do well to consider? 
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of the preaching, and they often call at the 
same homes week after week. Their King- 
dom hope is reflected in their bright ap- 
pearance and joyful attitude as they make 
new friends and cultivate much interest in 
their territories. More pioneers mean many 
more hours spent in praising God. For more 
than a decade, Japan, where the vast ma- 
jority of Jehovah's Witnesses are former 
Buddhists, has reported a total of more 
hours of field service annually than any 
other country outside the United States. 
That is because close to one half of its 
Kingdom publishers are pioneering. Can 
you too arrange your affairs to share in this 
grandest of privileges, the pioneer service? 

There are other Witnesses who are 
"zealous for fine works." (Titus 2:14) They 
include older folk, those in poor health, 
many with family responsibilities, and 
youths still in school whose situation may 
not permit them to enroll as regular pio- 
neers. These too can show the pioneer spirit 
by giving encouraging support to the pio- 
neers, sharing with them as possible in the 
service, and maintaining a positive atti- 
tude toward their own witnessing opportu- 
nities. Young folk can make full-time King- 
dom service their goal and, once they are 
baptized, share in auxiliary pioneering 
from time to time. Like young Timothy, 
they can ponder over these things in order 
to make spiritual advancement along with 
all of God's people.-1 Timothy 4:15, 16. 



ground of Megiddo illuminates 
those words. 

You can see its location on rne 
accompanying map. It virtually 
overlooked two principal roads. 
The Carmel Mountains blocked 
the N-S route between Egypt in 
the south and Damascus or other 
cities toward the Euphrates in the 
north. So armies and trading car- 
avans were forced through a low 
pass beside Megiddo, the pass on 
the right side of the photograph. 
The N-S road through it inter- 
sected in the Jezreel Valley with 
the important route between Tyre 
and the Jordan Valley, or Samar- 
ia and Jerusalem. Sitting astride 
these routes, Megiddo could vir- 
tually dominate those passing by, 
and the valley in front of Megiddo 
became a place of decisive battles. 

For example, it was here that 
Judge Barak defeated Canaanites 
under army chief Sisera, who had 
900 iron-scythed war chariots. 
(Judges 4:l-3, 12-16; 5:19) Lat- 
er, Pharaoh Necho led a power- 
ful Egyptian force of soldiers and 
chariots up the coastal route 

where? Though it was some 
ESEARCHERS blow hot and cold over world 55 miles north of jerusalem, josi- 
Armageddon," reported a scientific article on ah chose the plain near ~ ~ ~ i d d ~ .  
whether a nuclear war would bring on a freez- -2 chronicles 35:20-22; J ~ ~ ~ -  

ing "nuclear winter" or a searing "nuclear summer." miah 46:2. 

tage, since he would be close to an 
Look above at the aerial view of Megic . This was a Israelite stronghold. As you can 

strategic site in ancient Israel. The ape,-.- John used see, TeH (mound) Megiddo is quite 
its name when he wrote of "the place &@it is called in large. The ancient city was formi- 
Hebrew Har-Magedon [Mountain of ' ' &iddo]," or Ar- dable. Solomon fortified Megiddo, 
mageddon. (Revelation 16:16) Kr ha h e  h c k -  ~vid~nt' lu hrlilding massive stone - 
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mighty armies confront each armed to the hilt. 
other across the valley of Elah, phemous defiance 
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armies, the' p 
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Goliath is shouting blas- 
at  Israel.-1 Samuel 17: 

1 southwest of Jerusalem. On one side 1-11. 
is the army of Israel, led by the fearful Who will meet Goliath's challenge? "As 

' 

King Saul. On the other side is the Philis- for ail the men af Israel, on their seeing 
tine army with its gigantic champion, Gap. the man, why, they went fleeing on ac- , 
liath. Likely, Goliath's name means "Con- count of him and were very much afraid." 
spicuous." He is some nine feet tall and is But look-a mere stripling youth appears - 

on the scene! Hi name is David, which W 
1, 2. (a) m t c h a e n g e f a c e s t h e m Y  ofIsr& means "Beloved." el under the command of King Saul? (b) How do 
the men of the ermy of Israel react to a l i a t r  loved" also to Jehovah 
challenge, end who now appears on the s c e n e l t  rageous - - devotion to 

- .L- 
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Has already anointed David to be Israel's 
f n k  king, and Jehovah's spirit is oper- 
ating powerfully upon him.-1 Samuel 16: 
l2, 13, 18-21; 17:24; Psalm 11:7; 108:6. 

"On hearing Goliath "taunt the battle 
lines of the living God," David offers him- 
& to fight the giant. When Saul con- 
sents, David sallies forth but not with the 
4mdiP,ional armor and weapons offered by 
Sanl. He is equipped only with a staff, a 
sling, and five smooth stones-in contrast 
with Goliath, who is carrying a spear with 
a 15-pound head and wearing a 126-pound 
eopper coat of mail! As the mighty Goliath 
and his shield bearer advance, 'the Philis- 
tine calls down evil upon David by his 
gods.'- 1 Samuel 17: 12-44. 

How does David reply? He hurls back 
the giant's challenge, crying out: "You are 
coming to me with a sword and with a 
spear and with a javelin, but I am coming 
to you with the name of Jehovah of armies, 
the God of the battle lines of Israel, whom 
you have taunted. This day Jehovah will 
surrender you into my hand, and I shall 
certainly strike you down and remove your 
head off you; and I shall certainly give the 
carcasses of the camp of the Philistines 
this day to the fowls of the heavens and to 
the wild beasts of the earth; and people of 
all the earth will know that there exists a 
God belonging to Israel. And all this con- 
gregation will know that neither with 
sword nor with spear does Jehovah save, 
because TO JEHOVAH BELONGS THE 
BATTLE, and he must give you men into 
our hand."-1 Samuel 17:4547. 

David boldly advances to the battle. 
His sliigstone flies toward its mark, and 
Goliath slumps to the earth. Yes, Jehovah 

3. How does David equip himself for battle, but 
how is Goliath equipped? 
4. How does David reply to the giant's chal- 
lenge? 
5. What is the outcome of the battle, and to 
whom goes the credit? 

has rewarded David's faith and courage by 
directing that small missile unerringly to 
the giant's forehead! David runs forward, 
unsheathes Goliath's own sword, and 
strikes off the bully's head. The Philistines 
flee in confusion. Truly, it could be said: 
"TO JEHOVAH BELONGS THE BAT- 
TLE"!-1 Samuel 17:47-51. 

Why has Jehovah preserved this de- 
tailed battle account in his Word, even 
though the battle was fought some 3,000 
years ago? The apostle Paul tells us: "All 
the things that were written aforetime 
were written for our instruction, that 
through our endurance and through the 
comfort from the Scriptures we might 
have hope." (Romans 15:4) Today, many 
faithful servants of God are enduring re- 
proach and outright persecution from foes 
who may be compared to Goliath. As ene- 
my pressures increase, all of us need the 
comforting assurance that "TO JEHOVAH 
BELONGS THE BATTLE." 

The Issue of Sovereignty 
Goliath strode forth in defiance of the 

God of Israel. Similarly, in this 20th cen- 
tury the totalitarian political system of 
government has come to the fore, challeng- 
ing Jehovah's sovereignty and trying to 
bully his servants into worshipful submis- 
sion to the State. This issue is of concern 
to God's people in all nations. Why so? 
Because the prophesied Gentile Times, or 
"appointed times of the nations," ended in 
1914, ushering in the present period of 
"distress of nations, with perplexity. " 
(Luke 21:24-26; NW, King James Version) 
The Gentile Times started when the na- 
tions began to trample on earthly Jerusa- 
lem in 607 B.C.E. and covered the next - 
6. (a) Why has Jehovah preserved the details of 
this ancient battle? (b) What assurance do God's 
servants need when enduring persecution from 
foes who may be compared to Goliath? 
7. What issue is of concern to all of God's people 
in all nations, and why? 
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2,520 years up to 1914, when Jehovah 
enthroned Jesus as his Messianic King in 
heavenly Jerusalem.-Hebrews 12:22, 28; 
Revelation 11:15, 17." 

A great change took place in 1914. 
No longer could the Gentile nations rule 
without divine interference. But did "the 
kings" then ruling obey the prophetic com- 
mand to "serve Jehovah with fear," ac- 
knowledging his newly installed King? 
No! Instead, they "massed together as one 
against Jehovah and against his anoint- 
ed one," Jesus. Pursuing their own am- 
bitions, they came to be "in tumult" in 
the Great War of 1914-18. (Psalm 2:l-6, 
10-12) To this day, world domination is 
a burning issue. before mankind. Satan's 
world continues to produce political cham- 
pions, comparable to Goliath's kinsmen, 
the Rephaim. These dictatorial rulerships 
taunt Jehovah and try to bully his witness- 
es into submission, but as always, the 
battle and the victory belong to Jehovah. 
-2 Samuel 21:15-22. 

A Modern-Day "Saul" 
Where does King Saul come into this 

picture? Earlier, because of his rebellious- 
ness, Jehovah had determined to 'rip away 
from him the royal rule of Israel.' (1 Sam- 
uel 15:22, 28) Now, Saul had failed to 
uphold Jehovah's sovereignty in the face of 
Goliath's challenge. Furthermore, he pro- 
ceeded next to persecute David, Goliath's 
conqueror and the one anointed by Jeho- 
vah to replace Saul's line of rulership. How 
strikingly the clergy of Christendom have 

"For a detailed discussion of this Bible chronolo- 
gy, see pages 129-39 of the book "Let Your Kingdom 
Come," published by the Watchtower Bible and 
Tract Society of New York, Inc. - 
8. (a) How did the kings of the earth respond to 
the prophetic command to "serve Jehovah with 
fearn? (b) What worldly champions today taunt 
Jehovah and bully his witnesses? 
9. Who today have corresponded with King 
Saul's style of action, and in what ways? 

fitted into this style of action! They have 
rebelled against Bible truth, being part of 

' 

the great apostasy that 'does not obey the 
good news' about our Lord Jesus and 
his incoming Kingdom. They have utter- 
ly failed to advocate Jehovah's universal 
sovereignty and have bitterly persecuted 
Jehovah's anointed witnesses and their 
companions, the great crowd. Jehovah will 
take those apostates away 'in his fury.' 
-2 Thessalonians 1:6-9; 2:3; Hosea 13:ll. 

During the first world war, the com- 
promising ways of Christendom's clergy 
became clearly apparent. Obvious1y, Jesus' 
prophecy in Matthew chapters 24 and 25, 
and Luke chapter 21 was being fulfilled. In 
fact, in 1918 a group of prominent clergy- 
men in London, England, representing 
the- Baptist, Congregational, Presbyteri- 
an, Episcopal, and Methodist Churches, 
published a manifesto. This stated: T h e  
present crisis points toward the close of 
the times of the Gentiles." But they did 
not follow through on that declaration. 
Already, the clergy of Christendom had 
been deeply involved in supporting both 
sides of the first world war. Instead of 
recognizing Jesus' presence in Kingdom 
power, they submitted to the thinking of 
worldly nations-that the people should 
continue to be dominated by divisive Gen- 
tile political powers, even by tyrants like 
Goliath, rather than unite under God's 
Kingdom-Matthew 25:31-33. 

No Compromise! 
l1 Do God's devoted servants compro- 

mise on this issue of sovereignty? Far 
from it, as the Bible record clearly shows! 
(Daniel 3:28; 6:25-27; Hebrews 11:32-38; - 
10. (a) In 1918, what manifesto was published 
in London by a group of prominent clergy- 
men? (b) Instead of following through on the 
1918 manifesto, what course have the clergy -- 
pursued? 
11. Who have not compromised on the issue of 
sovereignty, and whose example do they follow? 
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Revelation 2:2, 3, 13, 19) Loyal Christians 
today uphold Jehovah's sovereignty and 
Kingdom despite all the cruel reproach- 
es and persecutions that the bullying 
modernday Goliath heaps upon them. 
Thus, they follow in the steps of Jesus, 
"the Son of David," who boldly waged spir- 
itual warfare in behalf of Jehovah's sover- 
eignty, while at the same time maintain- 
ing strict neutrality toward the world's 
conflicts and politics. In prayer to his Fa- 
ther, Jesus stated that his followers, true 
Christians, are also "no part of the world." 
-Matthew 4:8-10, 17; 21:9; John 6:15; 17: 
14, 16; 18:36, 37; 1 Peter 2:21. 
* The Davidlike remnant of anointed 

Christians today have struck down the 
modernday Goliath. How so? In that they 
have declared themselves unequivocal- 
ly on Jehovah's side of the controversy 
over world domination. A "RESOLUTION 
(Adopted by the International Bible Stu- 
dents Association in Convention at Cedar 
Point, Ohio, Sunday, September 10, 1922)" 
set the pattern. It included the following: 
"1 0. We further hold and testify that this 

is the day of God's vengeance against Sa- 
tan's empire visible and invisible; 

"1 1. That the reestablishment of the old 
world or order is an impossibility; that the 
time is here for the establishment of the 
kingdom of Gorl through Christ Jesus; and 
that all the powers and organizations that 
do not willingly submit to the righteous 
reign of the Lord will be destroyed." 
"The Son of David," as Head of the Chris- 
tian congregation, no doubt directed the 
hurling of that "stone" of Kingdom truth. 
(Matthew 12:23; John 16:33; Colossians 
1:18) Resolutions adopted at annual con- 
ventions from 1922 to 1928 underlined 
this position. From the viewpoint of Jeho- 
vah's people, "Goliath" lay dead, beheaded. - 
12. (a) Who have struck down the modernday 
Goliath, and how so? (b) Their viewing "Goliath* 
as dead has had what effect on Jehovah's people? 

Dictatorial human rulership has been pow- 
erless to coerce the courageous advocates 
of Jehovah's sovereignty into compromis- 
ing.-Compare Revelation 20:4. 

l3 An outstanding modem example of 
bullying by Goliathlike political rulerships 
took place in Hitler's Germany. The main- 
line religions, both Catholic and Prot- 
estant, compromised woefully in paying 
homage to Nazism, idolizing the fiihrer, 
saluting his swastika flag, and blessing his 
troops as they sallied forth to slaughter 
their fellow believers in neighboring na- 
tions. Socalled Christians of all faiths 
-but not Jehovah's Witnesses-were 
caught up in the patriotic fervor. The book 
Mothers in the Fatherland reported: "[Je- 
hovah's Witnesses] were sent to concen- 
tration camps, a thousand of them were 
executed, and another thousand died be- 
tween 1933 and 1945. . . . Catholics and 
Protestants heard their clergy urge them 
to cooperate with Hitler. If they resist- 
ed, they did so against orders from both 
church and state." How bloodguilty both 
Church and State became!-Jeremiah 
2:34.* 

l4 To this day, cruel oppression of Jeho- 
vah's Witnesses continues in many lands, 
just as Jesus foretold. But under all cir- 
cumstances, these Christians zealously 
keep on preaching "this good news of the 
kingdom." (Matthew 24:9, 13, 14) The 
irony of the situation is that the Witnesses 
are recognized in most countries as hon- 
est, clean-living citizens, exemplary in u p  
holding law and order. (Romans 13:l-7) - 

* For stirring examples of the integrity of Jeho- 
vah's Witnesses, young and old, in answering the 
challenge of the Nazi "Goliath," see the 1974 Year- 
book of Jehovah's Witnesses, pages 117-21, 164-9. - 
13. (a) How did Christendom's clergy compro- 
mise during the oppression in Hitler's Germany? 
(b) What did the book Mothers in the Fatherland 
report about the uncompromising Witnesses? 
14. Why are Jehovah's Witnesses often perse- 
cuted? 
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Yet they are often persecuted. Why? Since 
worship belongs exclusively to Jehovah, 
they refrain from bowing to representa- 
tions of the State or hailing them. (Deu- 
teronomy 4:23, 24; 5:8-10; 6:13-15) Un- 
compromisingly, they worship Jehovah, 
"him alone," making Jehovah the Sover- 
eign Lord of their lives. (Matthew 4:8-10; 
Psalm 715; 73:28) Being "no part of the 
world," they maintain Christian neutrali- 
ty toward the world's politics and wars. 
-John 15:18-21; 16:33. 

l5 The modernday Goliath often threat- 
ens these integrity keepers, who put the 
worship of Jehovah ahead of idolatrous 
practices. (Compare Revelation 13:16, 17.) 
But Witnesses, young and old, can follow 
David's example by fearlessly answering 
the challenge. In a Latin-American land, 
a six-year-old Christian girl had received 
fine home training from infancy. (Compare 
Ephesians 6:4; 2 Timothy 3:14, 15.) This 
had contributed to making her the bright- 
est student in her class at school. But 
her Bible-trained conscience caused her 
to refrain from taking part in idolatrous 
class ceremonies. When she explained her 
stand, the teacher exclaimed that a girl of 
her age was too young to have a con- 
science! The six-year-old proved the teach- 
er wrong by giving an impressive witness. 

lvt is hoped that all Christian parents 
will train their little ones so that these 
may follow youthful David's example by 
taking their stand when Goliathlike world- 
ly authority threatens them. May they be 
like the three faithful Hebrew children, 
like Daniel and many others of Bible rec- 
ord in courageously 'holding a good con- 
science' in harmony with Bible principles. 
-1 Peter 2:19; 3:16; Daniel 3:16-18. 

15, 16. (a) Whose example can Witnesses of all 
ages follow when the modern-day Goliath threat- 
ens them, and how was this illustrated by a 
six-year-old Christian girl? (b) Christian parents 
want to train their little ones to be like whom? 
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As Historians See It 
l7 The well-known EngIish historian Ar- 

nold Toynbee warned of the development 
in our time of the "grim shape of a pagan 
worship of sovereign national states," de- 
scribing this also as "a sour ferment of the 
new wine of democracy in the old bottles 
of tribalism." Those who claim that their 
own nation is superior to all others, even 
to the point of worshiping the State, have 
been manipulated by rulers and regiment- 
ed in order to carry out their policies, 
whether good or bad. As a result, the 
Goliath class has arisen to test the loyalty 
of God's people, who love the land of their 
birth but decline to worship the State and 
its symbols. 

l8 As was the case in Nazi Germany, 
today there are searching questions for 
the conscientious .Christian to answer: 
Should I believe that the nation I live in is - 
17. (a) English historian Toynbee warned of the 
development of what? (b) How does the modern- 
day Goliath class test the loyalty of God's people? 
18. What searching questions does the conscien- 
tious Christian need to answer? 

Questions for Review 

What is pictured by the giant bully 
Goliath? 

In what ways do God's servants 
show no compromise on the issue of 
sovereignty? 

Why can God's peo le say that 
the modern-day Goliat has been 
struck down? 

R 
o Who follow King Saul's style of 
action, and how? 

How have Jehovah's people acted 
like David in the face of oppression 
by the modern-day Goliath? 

L 



favored by God more than any other? Es- men, to dwell upon the entire surface of 
pecially now, in this most dangerous peri- the earthn? Why should one nation of men 
od of human history, is it logical and think and act as though it were superior 
sensible to view one small portion of the to every other nation? Speaking of all 
earth as superior to all other @ions? Or men, Paul said: "We are the progeny of 
to view one segment of the human family ~ ~ d . ~ - ~ ~ t ~  10~34, 35; 17:26, 29. 
as superior to all other segments? In Jehovah's new system, lovers of 

'L Consider the the righteoUWess no longer be challenged 
@a.test Historian of allJehovah by the Goliathlike totalitarian political Author of the Bible. The apostle Peter sgst.ms, for pride and hatred tells us: ''For a certainty I perceive that a be things of the past. (psalm 11:5-7) 
God * not but in every the Wherever they live on earth, God's people man that fears him and works righteous- 
ness is aeptable to him." And should we have already put such nationalism behind 
not act in harmony with the apes- them, in obedience to Jesus' command to 
tie paurs inspired statement that ~ o d  'love one another just as he loved them.' 
"made out of one man every nation of (John 13:34, 35; Isaiah 2:4) Our next 
- study shows what kind of love that is! 
19. What does the greatest Historian of all, Je- - 
hovah, tell us about thinking and acting as 20. B what will God's people no longer be chal- 
though one nation of men were superior to every lengadr in Jehovah's new system, and what will 
other natir-7 our nnxt study & Q ~ ? I C ~ ?  

-- - 

- Um--mm 
A BANNER OF LOVE - 

all things, h e  intense lm for one dherhern--7 PEER 4:s. 

D 0 WE see that kind of love among 
God's people today? Certainly we 
do! This is a love that centers 

around recognition and support of Jeho- 
vah's sovereignty, even as David support- 
ed it. Notably since the year 1922, anoint- 
ed brothers of Jesus Christ, "the Son of 
David," have been proclaiming earth wide 
that God's Kingdom is a t  hand and that 
the champions of Satan's oppressive rule 
face execution by God's appointed Judge, - 
1. What kind of love do we see among God's 
people today, and what have anointed Christians 
been proclaiming since 1922? 

Jesus Christ.-Matthew 21:15, 42-44: 
Revelation 19: 11, 19-2 1. 

David was 'a man agreeable to Jeho- 
vah's heart.' This was apparent in his 
love for Jehovah and His righteousness 
-traits that even cowardly King Saul 
acknowledged were in David-yes, in his 
qualities of fearlessness, wholehearted 
devotion to Jehovah, leadership, and 
humble submission to theocratic order. 
-1 Samuel 13:14; 16:7, 11-13; 17:33-36; 
24:9, 10, 17. - 
2. Why could David be called 'a man agreeable 
to Jehovah's heart'? 
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Following his triumph over Go- el 7: 18-24; 1 Chronicles 29: 10-13. 
liath, David reported back to \ Jonathan himself was also a 
Saul. It was then that anoth- A fighter for righteousness. He 
er lover of righteousness " had declared that "there is 
came forward. He was no hindrance to Jehovah 
Jonathan, eldest son of 4 to save by many or by 
King Saul. "It came few." Why? Because 
about that, as soon as Jonathan recognized 
[David] had finished that there is always 
speaking to Saul, Jona- a need to seek divine 
than's very soul became guidance for victory 
bound up with the soul / in theocratic warfare. 
of David, and Jonathan When Jonathan unwit- 
began to love him as . tingly committed an of- 
his own soul." (1 Samuel fense for which Saul sen- 
18:l) Rather than fleshly ' 

tenced him to death, he 
valor and expertise with the humbly accepted that judg- 
sling, it was David's burning ment. Happily, the people re- 
zeal to clear God's name of re- deemed him.-1 Samuel 14:6, 9, 
proach, his selflessness, and his implicit 10, 24, 27, 43-45. 
reliance on Jehovah that won Jonathan's 
heartfelt admiration.-Compare Psalm 8: Expressing Loyal Love 
1, 9; 9:1, 2. Sad  became jealous of David's fame 

Though Jonathan was Some 30 Years as a warrior and sought to kill him, but 
older than David: he became united with Jonathan's loyal love came to the res- 
this young W'alTlor m a lasting bond of me! The account reads: "As for Jona- 
friendship. "And Jonathan and David than, saulys son, he took gregt delight in 
prmeeded to arnclude a be- David. QO Jonathan told David, saying: cause of his loving him as his own soul. 
Further, Jonathan stripped himself of the 'Saul my father is seeking to have you put 
sleeveless coat that was on him and gave to death- And now be On your guard, 
it to David, and also his garments, and please, in the morning, and You must 
even his sword and his bow and his belt." dwell in Secrecy and keep yourself hid- 
(1  Samuel 18:3, 4) What an outstanding den.'" On that occasion, Jonathan placat- 
display of recognition on Jonathan's ed Saul, so that David was spared. But 
part! Jonathan would normally have been David's further successes in "fighting 
Saul's heir. Yet he expressed a warm, against the Philistines and striking them 
principled love for David and submission down with a great slaughter" reawakened 
to him as the one anointed to be king, the Saulys animosity. Again he determined to 
one preeminently intent on upholding Je- kill David, so that David fled.-l Samuel 
hovah's name and sovereignty. -2 Samu- 19:2-10. 
- - 
3. What was Jonathan's attitude toward David, 5. What did Jonathan recognize when it came to 
and why? theocratic warfare? 
4. What did Jonathan do in recognition of Da- 6. How did Jonathan's loyal love come to David's 
vid's being the one anointed to be king? rescue? 
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In time, the fugitive David again met 
up with Jonathan, who declared: "What- 
ever your soul may say I shall do for you." 
The two reaffirmed a covenant before Je- 
hovah, and David promised that he would 
never cut off loving-kindness from Jon- 
athan's household-a promise that he 
faithfully kept. "So Jonathan swore again 
to David because of his love for him; for 
as he loved his own soul he loved him." 
-1 Samuel 20:417; 2 Samuel 21:7. 

King Saul became adamant in his re- 
solve to kill David. Why, Saul even hurled 
a spear at his own son Jonathan when 
this one spoke up in behalf of David! So 
Jonathan met David secretly in a field. 
"As for David, . . . he fell on his face to 
the earth and bowed three times; and 
they began kissing each other and weep- 
ing for each other, until David had done 
it the most. And Jonathan went on to say 
to David: 'Go in peace, since we have 
sworn, both of us, in the name of Jeho- 
vah, saying, "May Jehovah himself prove 
to be between me and you and between 
my offspring and your offspring to time 
indefinite."'" So they parted, and David 
became a fugitive in the wilderness of 
Ziph.-1 Samuel 20:41, 42. 

Lovingly, Jonathan continued to en- 
courage David. As the record states: 
"Jonathan the son of Saul now rose up 
and went to David at Horesh, that he 
might strengthen his hand in regard to 
God. And he went on to say to him: 'Do 
not be afraid; for the hand of Saul my - 
7. When Jonathan met the fugitive David, what 
did they say to each other in reafftrmiig a cove- 
nant? 
8. Why did Jonathan and David meet secretly in 
a field, and what took place on that occasion? 
9, 10. (a) How did Jonathan further encourage 
David at what was probably the last meeting 
between the two? (b) When Jonathan and Saul 
were slain by the Philistines, what dirge did 
David compose, and how did he climax it? 

father will not find you, and you yourself 
will be king over Israel, and I myself shall 
become second to you; and Saul my father 
also has knowledge to that effect.' Then 
the two of them concluded a covenant 
before Jehovah."-1 Samuel 23~15-18. 

lo Apparently, that was the last meet- 
ing between David and his loyal compan- 
ion Jonathan. Later, when both Jonathan 
and Saul were slain in battle with the 
Philistines, David composed a dirge, "The 
Bow." In it he expressed respect for Saul 
as Jehovah's anointed but climaxed his 
song with the words: "Jonathan slain 
upon your high places! I am distressed 
over you, my brother Jonathan, very 
pleasant you were to me. More wonderful 
was your love to me than the love from 
women. How have the mighty ones fall- 
en and the weapons of war perished!" 
(2 Samuel 1:18, 21, 25-27) David was 
then anointed for the second time, as 
king over Judah. 

Modern-Day Parallels 
l1 Since "all Scripture is inspired of 

God and beneficial for teaching," what do 
we learn from the account about David 
and Jonathan? (2 Timothy 3:16) We note 
that there is a love "more wonderful . . . 
than the love from women." True, "the 
love from women" can be pleasant and 
fulfilhg when Jehovah's laws concerning 
marriage are honored. (Matthew 19:6, 9; 
Hebrews 13:4) But David and Jonathan 
exemplified a finer aspect of love, in line 
with the commandment: "Listen, 0 Isra- 
el: Jehovah our God is one Jehovah. And 
you must love Jehovah your God with all 
your heart and all your soul and all your 
vital force."-Deuteronomy 6:4, 5. - 
11, 12. (a) What kind of love did David and 
Jonathan exemplify? (b) What did the intense 
love between David and Jonathan foreshadow? 
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l2 David and Jonathan were united in 
expressing that love as they fought to 
clear Jehovah's name of all the reproach 
that His enemies cast upon it. In doing 
this, they also cultivated 'intense love for 
each other.' (1  Peter 4:8) The companion- 
ship that they enjoyed in this respect 
went even beyond the command at Levit- 
icus 19:lB: "You must love your fellow, ,- 
as yourself." Indeed, it foreshac' P 
owed the kind of love 
ed in Jesus' "new co 

mandment, that you love one another; 
just as I have loved you, that you also 
love one another." Jesus7 love was self- 
sacrificing not only in his complete sub- 
mission to Jehovah's will but also in his 
willingness even to "surrender his soul 
in behalf of his friends."--John 13:34; 
15: 13. 

One United "Flockn 
l3 Anointed Christians of the "little 

flock" have borne the brunt of the battle 
in contending with the modern-day Goli- 
ath. Since 1935, however, they have been 
joined by Kingdom proclaimers of anoth- 
er and larger "fold." These "other sheep" 
have become united with the remaining 
anointed "sheep" as "one flock" under the 

13. What group of Kingdom proclaimers has 
appeared on the scene particularly from 1935, 
and what unity do the anointed Christians have 
with them? 

"one shepherd," "the Son of 
David," in a superlative bond 
of loving unity-like that exist- 
ing between Jonathan and Da- 
vid.-Luke 12:32; John 10:16; 
Ezekiel 37:24. 

l4 Even as this Jonathan 
group was beginning to mul- 
tiply into a great crowd, 
World War 11 burst forth, , 
so that both the anointed 
and their companions 
were severely tested. 
Those were years of 
vicious persecution, 

i 
often instigated by 
the clergy. This 
paralleled Saul's 
attempts to slay the anointed David and, 
later, Jonathan when the latter lovingly 
identified himself with David. What in- 
tense love the David and Jonathan class- 
es showed toward each other during that 
period! Jesus' illustration at  Matthew 25: 
35-40 often had a literal fulfillment." 

l6 How the integrity keeping of Je- 
hovah's Witnesses contrasts with the 
course of the modern Saul class! The Wit- 
nesses, who are "no part of the world," 
have obeyed Jesus' command to Yove 
one another" on a global scale. (John 15: 
17-19) On the other hand, in the two 
world wars Christendom's clergy on both 
sides prayed to their "god" for victo- 
ry, while millions of soldiers were be- 
ing slaughtered by their fellow religion- - 

'A h e  example of this is related in the 1972 
Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses, from page 216, 
paragraph 3. to page 217, paragraph 3. - 
14. What paralleled Saul's attempts to kill Da- 
vid, and Jonathan's lovingly identifying himself 
with David? 
15. (a) What course taken by the Witnesses 
contrasts with that taken by the modern Saul 
class? (b) What in our day may parallel the "bad 
spirit from Jehovahn that terrorized King Saul? 
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ists of other nations. in Africa and Asia 
The "bad spirit from has resulted in ruth- 
Jehovah* that terror- ; less oppression of Je- 
ized Saul may well I hovah's Witnesses. 
correspond to the re- lb. *. k .. I. mv.ss, nn.n..I.C.. < Thus a modern-day 
sult of the angels' i Saul-the clergy of 
pouring out the D..r 1C. -= Christendom-has 
plagues of Revelation persisted in hound- 
chapter 8. It is evi- ing God's people- 
dent that the clergy l7 During t h e  
of Christendom do 19807s, how have 
not have Jehovah's Jehovah's Witnesses 
holy spirit.-1 Sam- x,. - e~ nu- :. r r m .  bu *. -aa -tie rill a-eu-%%-Y~n 

faced up to continu- 
uel 16:14; 18:lO-12; ~al"umOr~0.Da~~yL9 %I)s w.i~- - ing politico-religious 
19: 10; 20:32-34. pressures? Why, just 

l6 1x1 1918 the cler- as David faced up to 
gy used the war cri- Goliath, and David 
sis to persuade the and J o n a t h a n  t o  
political powers in King Saul! They are 
the United States to fearless and deter- 
take action against mined to keep integ- 
the responsible officers of the Watch rity with regard to the issue of sovereign- 
Tower Society and finally imprison them. ty, for they know that God's Kingdom 
(These Bible students were later com- will triumph. (Daniel 2:44) In the face of 
 lete el^ exonerated.) During the second persecution, they present a united front, 
world war, Jehovah's Witnesses were encouraging one another in an interns- 
banned in the domain of the Axis Powers tional bond of love such as the world has 
and in most British never before seen. As neutrals in time of 
tries, often as a result of religious pres- ,, they do not shed the blood of their 
sure- For example, note the above facsim- fellow believers in other nations. (Micah 
ile of a letter written the 4:3, 5 )  Thus they demonstrate that they of Sydney (later a cardinal) just prior to are the group that Jesus refemed to when the banning of Jehovah's Witnesses in 
Australia. When the ban was contested in he said: "By this all will know that you 
the ~ i ~ h  cod of ~~~w the trial are my disciples, if you have love among 

judge, Justice Stake, described it as ~ourselves-" (John 13:35) As a global 
capricious and oppressive.n brotherhood, Jehovah's Witnesses have 

The ban was removed on June 14, 1943, 'clothed themselves with love, the perfect 
and the government was assessed dam- bond of union,' a bond that transcends 
ages. In more recent years, religious all racial, tribal, and national barriers. 
pressure on a number of governments -Colossians 3:14. - - 
16. (a) How did the clergy use two world wars 17. (a) How have Jehovah's Witnesses faced up 
to oppress Jehovah's people? (b) In recent years, to the continuing politico-religious pressures? 
why can it be said that a modern-day Saul has (b) What is demonstrated by the worldwide 
persisted in hounding God's people? unitedness of the Witnesses? 
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Showing "Intense Loven 
ls Recall that "Jonathan's very soul be- 

came bound up with the soul of David, and 
Jonathan began to love him as his own 
soul." What a remarkable parallel there 
has been in these "la& days"! (2 Timothy 
3:1,14) Throughout the senseless turmoil 
of this violent age, there has been one 
group, Jehovah's Witnesses, that has 
maintained a loving global unity. As 
Christian neutrals, they have honored 
their Creator as Sovereign Lord of all 
mankind. (Psalm 100:3) Oh, the modern- 
day Rephaim-political kinsmen of "Goli- 
ath"-may keep taunting spiritual Israel. 
(2 Samuel 21:21,22) And the modernday 
Saul-Christendom's clergy-may con- 
tinue to make trouble for the David and 
Jonathan classes. (1  Samuel 20:32, 33) 
But "to Jehovah belongs the battle." As 
Sovereign Lord, he will gain the final vie- 
tory for his loyal servants. Observing the 
uncompromising stand of the David class, 
millions-in all lands-of the Jonathan 
group, even including former persecutors, 
have joined them under Christ's 'banner 
of love.'*-1 Samuel 17:47; Song of Solo- 
mon 2:4. 

l9 You can review the expanding activ- 
ity of these millions of Witnesses by con- 
sulting the chart on pages 4 7  of this 
magazine. During the decade of 1979-88, 
the number of preachers of the good news - 

See the 1988 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses, 
pages 150-4. - 
18. (a) What parallel is there today in Jona- 
than's love for David, and how is this evidenced? 
(b) What has resulted worldwide from the un- 
compromising stand of the David class? 
19, 20. (a) What are some of the highlights of 
the activity of the Witnesses as indicated by the 
chart on pages 4-7? (b) What was the growth 
rate of the Witnesses during the decade of 
1979-88? (c) Why can it be said that the Wit- 
nesses are a people truly united worldwide, and 
what question therefore arises? 
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of God's established Kingdom has in- 
creased from 2,186,075 to 3,592,654, a 
64.3-percent growth. Worldwide, these 
are a people truly united in sharing one 
common belief, one common service to 
God, and one consistent devotion to the 
moral principles of the Bible. It is to this 
close-knit international group that Jesus' 
words apply today: "If you observe my 
commandments, you will remain in my 
love, just as I have observed the com- 
mandments of the Father and remain in 
his love."-John 15:lO; compare 1 Corin- 
thians 1:lO. 

20Though they preach in upwards of 
200 different tongues, these witnesses of 
Jehovah speak the "pure language" of 
truth as they serve God "shoulder to 
shoulder." In this, they imitate the loving 
example of David and Jonathan. (Zepha- 
niah 3:9; 1 Samuel 20:17; Proverbs 18:24) 
If you are not already united with God's 
people, would you not like to be part of 
the modernday Jonathan class? You can 
make that your goal, and Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses will show intense love in helping 
you to reach it. 

Questions for Review 
How did Jonathan express loyal 

love for David? 
o What kind of love was 
foreshadowed b the love between 
David and Jona & an? 

o How have Christendom's clergy 
acted like King Saul when he 
hounded David? 
o What today is comparable to 
Jonathan's love for David? 

What does the unitedness of the 
Witnesses worldwide demonstrate? 



"F EAR God and give him glory* be- 
muse the hour of the jdgmmt 
by him has mivd." (Revelation 

14:T) These stirring d s  were h d  
by Ute aged apostle John in a vision. Ut- 
tered by an angel ftying in midheawn, they 
were directed particularly to people living 
daring this time of the end, the open- 
ing @& of *&he Lord's day.*-Revela- 
tion 1:lO. 

Yet how inapppriate these,words may 
seem to some! &!€any even doubt the exis- 
lmce af Goct, lcrt alone fear him. For a 
mxmbr of those who exaim to be Chrktian, 
the idea of faring W sleems out af dats:, 
The love of" God they an acmph Buk fbm- 
fag him seema to smaelr mom of %he MiriiBe 
Ages, Is this Bow you view the matter? 

Jwa' Ps~r of God 
I f  m, consides- what it meam to b a 

W&W. b o d i n g  e~ t;b Bjb'te, h b g  o 
t2k&ian involves following closely in the 
fmtsbps of Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 231) 
Now, wWe there is no doubt that J 'US 
lad Gaa, the Bible makes it very p& 
t h d  he feared him. I W ,  speaking 
prophetically a b u t  Jmus, said that he 
would. have "the spirit of Isnowledge and of 
the fear of Jehovah," (Isaiah 11:2) Inten&- 
in&, though, this few was not a burden 
on Jams. We should not think of it as being 
the way a child fear@ a brutal father or a 
poplation ia tema&t;d by an oppemive 

mbr, In f8ctf Isaiah a h  prophesied about 
desug: "There will be enjoyment by hifn in 
the fear of Jehovah." (Isaiah 11:3) How can 
you enjoy being afraid of someone? 

The Pact is, in the Bible the word "fear" 
has a number of shades of meaning. %ere 
is the physid fear or dread that we feel 
when someone wants to do ns harm, Thus, 
the Israelite .armies "were very much 
afraid* of Goliath. (I Samuel 1223, 24) 
Then there is the fear of the startlingly 
unexpected or d o w n ,  each as Zechariah 
felt when suddenly mfrontecl by Jeho- 
vah's angel in the temple. (Luke 1:11, 12) 
However, the fear elmus felt for his Father 
was unlike eifier of these, 

Rather, the original Webrew and Greek 
worb used in the Bible for "fear" aften 
refer to a profand reverence and awe of 
God. Such was the godly fear that Jesus 
had and that the angel was encouraging 
everyone today to cultivate. This respectfd 
awe, or fear, takes root in anr heart when 
we mgditate on Jehovah's might and power 
and compare it with our own absolute in- . . 
mgmfmme. It grows when we coatem- 
plate his mighty works, and it is also devel- 
OW by PP~W feme fact 
that he i s  tBe Sapreme the 
power to give life as we& as to punish with 
ewrlastiag death. 

&r&fearist viW it Ed& as back 
from doing w m q  and frm tiking Gad for 
granteda as it were, It helps us: to awid an 
attitude 8UCh as: 'God will forgive me. He 
knows tbt I am weak,' when we are faced 
with temptation and might ral&er give in 
than fqht. As Proverbs el3 teUs us: T h e  
fear af Jehovah me:ms the hating of bad.' 
And 'froverbs 10:6 adds: "In the fear of 
Jehwah one turns away from bad." Adam 
and Eve failed to exercise this proper, 
hedthfd fhr of Jehovah when they dis- 
obeyed him. The result? They felt another, 
negative kind of fear and hid from his 
presence. Adam said: 'Your voice I heard 



in the garden, but I was 
. afraid."-Genesis 3: 10. 

Unlike Adam and Eve, 
Job was a man who re- 
mained faithful to Jeho- 
vah d e s ~ i t e  the most 
severe testing. Why? Je- 
hovah himself said that 

the Nazi concentration 
camps-have faced ter- 
rifying situations. How 
have they been able to 
conquer the fear their 
enemies tried to  in- 
spire? By applying- Je- 
sus' words: "Do not fear 

Job was 'a man who those who kill the body 
feared hi& and therefore and after this are not 
would turn away from able to do anything more. 
bad.' (Job 1:8; 2:3) Today But I will indicate to you 
we must be sure that Je- whom to fear: Fear him 
hovah can say the same who after killing has au- 
thing about us! The fear thority to throw into Ge- 
of God is proper, and it henna."-Luke 12:4, 5. 
must be a part of our At Psalm 19:9 we are 
thinking. taught: "The fear of Je- 

hovah is pure, standing 
Fear of God and forever. The judicial de- 

Fear of Man If Urijah had had a deep fear of 
Jehovah, fear of man would not cisions of Jehovah are 

Fear of God is a natu- have been a snare to him true; they have proved 
ral feeling that gives us altogether righteous." So 
the same kind of security that a father who there is nothing negative about the fear of 
inspires deep respect gives to his children. God. It is pure and protective and makes a 
Such fear also helps to banish the unpleas- servant of God stronger than his enemies. 
ant, negative fear of man, which is a snare. Like Jesus, a Christian finds satisfaction 
(Proverbs 29:25) One who did not learn in this fear in the same way that he enjoys 
this lesson was Urijah, the son of She- all other blessings from Jehovah.--Isaiah 
maiah, who preached in Jerusalem along 11:3. 
with Jeremiah before 607 3.C-E. Unlike Hence, it is entirely appropriate for the 
Jeremiah, Urijah allowed fear of the king angel to urge all mankind today to fear 
to ensnare him. He stopped preaching and God, Without proper godly fear, we will 
fled from his assignment. Eventually, the Iikely give in to wrong impulses or sue- 
king caught him and had him killed. (Jer- cumb to fear of man. If we cultivate the 
emiah 26:20-23) How could Urijah have proper form of fear, we will be helped to act 
avoided that sad fate? By developing a fear wisely. "The fear of Jehovah is the start of 
of Jehovah that was stronger than his fear wisdom." (Proverbs 9:lO; Psalm 111: 10) 
of man. True, we should love God with all our heart, 

Jesus, after his resurrection and ascen- soul, mind, and strength. (Mark 12:30) 
sion to heaven, counseled his followers: "Do And we should also be in awe of him, 
not be afraid of the things you are about to respecting him, or, in the words of the 
suffer." (Revelation 2:lO) History demon- angel, "fear God and give him glory, be- 
strates the need of that counsel, since cause the hour of the judgment by him has 
Christians-from the Roman arenas to arrived."-Revelation 14:7. 
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k3 Kingdom Proclaimers Report 
Jehovah Blesses Persistence 

South Pacific that was recently 
opened to the preaching work 
by special pioneers comes an 
interesting experience. These 
special pioneers are opposed 
by the United Church leaders. 
During the visit of the circuit 
overseer, they had difficulty 
making a return visit, as the vil- 
lage chief, influenced by the 
church leaders, refused to allow 
Jehovah's Witnesses into the 
village. When they arrived, the 
chief was not there, so the in- 

- terested person was called on 

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES feel a 
deep love for Jehovah God and 
responsibility to their fellow- 
man, moving them to try to give 
everyone the opportunity to 
hear the good news of God's 
Kingdom. (Matthew 24: 14) That 
is why a sister was determined 
tn preach to soldiers and their 

nilies at the military com- 
pound in her territory. 

Each time she tried, she was 
denied entry by the captain in 
charge. She relates: "So I de- 
cided to see the commanding 
officer, a colonel. When 1 tele- 
-5oned his secretary, he re- 

sed to put me through to the 
colonel. I planned to visit the 
colonel at his home, for he lived 
away from the barracks. When I 
did, he asked me where I came 
from. Fortunately. I was born on 
the small main island in Fiji. Out 
of respect he listened to my re- 
quest and said he had heard of 
Jehovah's Witnesses but had 
nnnfer had our work explained to 

. It gave me a wonderful op- 
portunity to witness to him, and 
he accepted three Bible study 

m me. He told me to be 

at his office at the barracks at 
9:00 a.m. the next Tuesday. 
When another sister and I ar- 
rived, the guards had already 
been advised of our visit and 
told us that permission was 
granted for us to preach in the 
compound. The guard com- 
mander said: 'I am now inform- 
ing all officers that on Friday all 
doors are to be open to you, and 
even though all of us have dif- 
ferent religions, yours could be 
the one for sounding the warn- 
ing of the Kingdom of heaven 
and the end of the world.' 

When we arrived on Friday," 
she continues, "a military sound 
car went through the camp an- 
nouncing: 'Two elderly women 
will be in the camp sounding a 
warning to you, so please open 
your doors and listen to them. 
Refrain from arguing with them 
or creating animosity.' We 
worked the camp from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m.. placing 100 books 
and 200 magazines. And the re- 
sult? Many return visits have 
been made and many Bible stud- 
ies started." 

and a fine witness was given. 
As they left, a large canoe was 
seen approaching, and obvious- 
ly it had engine trouble, since 
people were paddling. Yes, it 
was the village chief arriving too 
late to stop the return visit. On 
returning home, the pioneers 
told the circuit overseer in pid- 
gin: *'Me fella thinkim might an- 
gel now breakim engine belong 
him." 

So Jehovah blessed the per- 
sistence of these brothers in 
obeying his command to preach 
"this good news of the king- 
dom.** 

In Our Next Issue r> 

I Are You Open to 
New Ideas? ! 

I How Baptism Can 
Save Us 

- 
I ride-Price-How 

Should Christians 
View It? 

From another island in the I I 
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"1NTO ALL THE EARTH 
THEIR SOUND WENT OUTff 

N PSALM 19, David ex- 
tols the glories of God's 
physical creation and 

goes on to express warm 
appreciation of Jehovah's 
law, reminders, orders, 
commandments, and judi- 
cial decisions. The apostle 

Paul too showed appreciation for these 
things. He quoted from this psalm and 
extended its application to the vital work 
of true Christians. Of these he said: "Into 
all the earth their sound went out, and 
to the extremities of the inhabited earth 
their utterances."-Romans 10: 18. 

These "utterances" are of life-and-death 
concern to all mankind today, for Jeho- 
vah's judicial decisions are about to be 
executed on the wicked system of things 
on earth. (Zephaniah 2:2, 3; 3:8) Mankind 
certainly needs to know about the good 
news of Jehovah's Kingdom. Wherever 
you look today, there are disunity, law- 
lessness, crime, immorality, broken fami- 
lies. Oh, yes, there is talk of peace, but the 
great powers continue to build weapons 
that are ever more sophisticated, while the 
membership of the 'nuclear club' keeps on 
extending to ever more nations. Condi- 
tions on earth clearly fit "the last days" 
described by Paul a t  2 Timothy 3:l-5.1 

Who will be saved out of this mess, and 
how? Paul answers plainly, quoting the 
prophecy a t  Joel 2:32: "Everyone who calls 
on the name of Jehovah will be saved." 
(Romans 10:13) But how can the peoples 
of earth 'call on the name of Jehovah'? 
Why, a great many do not even know that 
Jehovah is God's name! How can these 

people be helped? Paul answers tha t  
preachers must be sent to them.-Romans 
10: 14-16. 

Happily, Jehovah has sent forth his 
Witnesses to inform the people that God's 
Kingdom is a t  hand and that i t  will mean 
salvation to everlasting life for those who 
come to know God and his Son, Jesus 
Christ. (Isaiah 43:10, 12; Luke 21:25, 
26,31; John 17:3) This good news is being 
sounded forth "into all the earth." 

Millions are giving heed to this preach- 
ing, as is evidenced by the worldwide to- 
tal of 9,201,071 who attended the meet- 
ing that memorialized Jesus' death, on 
April 1, 1988. During that year, a peak 
of 3,592,654 Kingdom proclaimers was 
reached for the world field, and 239,- 
268 new ministers were baptized-a 
3.6-percent increase over the previous 
year. Faithful missionaries laid much of 
the groundwork for this increase, as de- 
scribed later in this magazine. But in re- 
cent years, hundreds of thousands of local 
Witnesses, those who 'have put faith in 
the things heard,' have also imbibed the 
pioneer spirit and are daily 'declaring the 
good news of good things.' An average of 
455,561 Witnesses have been reporting 
as pioneers, an increase for the year of 
4.4 percent. As a result, a grand total of 
785,521,697 hours was spent in preach- 
ing, more than double the total hours just 
6 years ago. 

The chart on the following four pages of 
this magazine shows in detail how exten- 
sive that preaching is. We invite your 
study of this 1988 report of worldwide 
Christian activity. 
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" 1988 SERVICE YEAR REPORT OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES WORLDWIDE 
=! 
I 
m 

z 1988 Ratio, 1988 96 Inc. 1987 1988 Av. Av. Memorial 
Peak One Pub- Av. Over Av. No. Pio. No. of Total Bible Atten- 5 Country or Territory Population Pubs. lisherto: Pubs. 1987 Pubs. Bptzd. Pubs. Congs. Hours Studies dance 

< I  

I Alaska 545,800 1,806 302 1,752 -4' 1,820 116 199 25 338,335 1,040 4,149 8 Algeria 23,500,000 44 534,091 36 -3' 37 3 1,703 34 58 
American Samoa 36,960 135 274 115 14 101 22 24 2 37,798 177 342 5 Andorra 46,976 121 388 . 113 9 104 6 7 1 17,877 69 286 
Anguilla 6,966 2 1 332 18 20 15 2 1 3,945 14 90 

I 
Antigua 
Argentina c Aruba % Australia 

< Austria 
A - Azores 
-. Bahamas 

Bangladesh 
CD Barbados 

Belau 

Belgium - 9.805.716 23.584 416 22.660 4 21.834 1.380 1.817 309 4.295.959 11.239 46.032 
 elh he 
Benin 
Bermuda 
Bolivia 

Bonaire 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Britain 
Brunei 

Burkina Faso 7.318.695 388 18.863 366 8 340 26 89 16 146.609 816 1.298 

Central Afr. Rep. 
Chad 
Chile 
Colombia 
ComoroIslands 

5;428;000 '221 24;561 '201 8 186 28 51 9 87;335 473 1;606 
12,748,207 32,653 390 31,082 6 29,346 2,730 3,861 339 7,383,434 47,094 107,264 
27,867,326 37,006 753 34,910 13 30,857 3,112 5,205 602 9,380,552 60,076 169,432 

330,000 1 330,000 1 New 527 4 

Congo 
Cook Islands 
Costa Rica 
CBte d'Ivoire 
Curaqao 



Cyprus 
Denmark 
Dominica 
Dominican Rep. 
Ecuador 

El Salvador 5,563,360 16,793 331 16,159 6 15,232 1,481 2,038 310 4,009,318 24,128 61,409 
EquatorialGuinea 312,120 202 1,545 123 -15' 144 2 1 4 34,905 247 399 
Faeroe Islands 46,352 107 433 92 6 87 3 21 4 25,400 53 159 
Falkland Islands 2,000 9 222 8 60 5 2 1 1 680 4 17 
Fiji 738,720 1,396 529 ' 1,370 9 1,254 114 321 35 484,428 2,186 5,272 

Finland 
France 
French Guiana 
Gabon 
Gambia 

Germany, F. R.; W. Berlin 61,315,097 125,068 490 121,825 3 118,318 4,751 8,416 1,645 22,029,942 59,041 215,385 
Ghana 13,526,587 34,537 392 31,789 4 30,430 2,501 4,674 566 7,885,113 51,337 133,017 
Gibraltar 29.692 121 245 115 -9' 127 3 11 2 21.625 50 201 .-.--- 

Greece 
Greenland ' 541524 116 470 106 16 91 10 24 7 33;114 88 231 

Grenada 
Guadeloupe 
Guam 
Guatemala 
Guinea 

Guinea-Bissau 
Guyana 

+ Haiti 
I Hawaii " Honduras 
< 3 HongKong 

Iceland 
9 India 

ireland 5:110:000 2:880 1;774 21794 8 21591 150 574 83 '9051237 1,722 5,700 
0 Israel z 5,880,800 370 15,894 354 6 333 19 44 6 80,679 301 680 

Italy 57,290,519 160,584 357 155,898 7 145,610 12,676 25,477 2,372 43,354,687 108,372 330,461 
Jamaica 2,300,000 8,545 269 8,102 3 7,852 436 877 170 1,581,817 8,852 25,682 

I Japan 121,874,240 128,817 946 125,062 7 117,308 9,340 52,183 2,033 60,626,840 164,717 297,171 
Kenya 22,628,400 4,685 4,830 4,492 10 4,081 565 1,054 110 1,648,394 7,203 15,213 

Z Kiribati 63,843 26 2,456 21 40 15 4 6 1 11,372 96 139 
C 

% Korea. Reoublic of 42.677.365 52.290 816 50,198 9 46.211 4,876 18,986 843 21,486,268 58,011 108,974 . - 
Kosrae 
Lebanon 
Lesotho - Liberia w 2:200:000 1;724 11276 1;589 10 1,446 156 349 34 576;486 31226 8,600 

CO 
Libya 3,637,488 13 279,807 6 20 5 568 5 18 
Liechtenstein 27,714 51 543 48 7 45 5 1 8,986 36 76 

vl Luxembourg 437,100 1,336 327 1,320 2 1,288 65 127 22 277,695 944 2,947 



01 1988 Ratio, 1988 % Inc. 1987 1988 Av. Av. Memorial 
Peak One Pub- Av. Over Av. No. Pio. No. of Total Bible Atten- 

3 Country or Territory Population Pubs. l isherto:  Pubs. 1987 Pubs. Bptzd. Pubs. Congs. Hours Studies dance 
I " Macao 400,000 19 21,053 18 -18' 22 5 1 7,390 27 58 

Madagascar 10,860,000 3,006 3,613 2,795 15 2,424 358 360 57 739,737 6,859 14,159 

Madeira 273,500 567 482 546 6 517 48 42 11 101,018 549 1,520 2 Malaysia 16,878,000 982 17,187 908 9 835 99 147 20 270,584 1,538 2,633 + Mali 8,000,000 66 121,212 63 9 58 2 31 1 50,662 234 347 
0 Malta 383,000 329 1,164 314 4 302 27 25 4 59,391 209 665 

Marquesas Islands 6,150 5 1,230 ' 4 100 2 2 1 2,443 9 16 
n I MarshallIslands 33,113 158 2 10 141 -3' 145 1 29 2 43,403 359 1,013 

Martinique 333,275 2,525 132 2,429 10 2,208 208 285 27 569,687 3,005 6,363 
> Mauritius 1,017,000 809 1,257 782 2 765 47 66 9 152,908 725 1,933 

Mayotte 69,000 21 3,286 18 18 1 5 1 7,869 36 69 
Mexico 82,645,854 248,822 332 235,870 12 210,536 23,888 32,117 7,343 58,061,457 370,482 1,004,062 

% 
< Montserrat 11,888 36 330 32 32 1 4 1 7,153 32 110 

Morocco 24,400,000 62 393,548 54 -17' 65 4 3 9,306 35 144 
- Nauru 6,000 5 1,200 3 -40' 5 161 1 2 1 

Nepal 17,139,200 49 349,780 47 2 46 6 1 10,369 51 195 
Netherlands 14,714,948 29,821 493 29,017 2 28,524 1,055 2,147 317 4,708,018 10,251 51,880 

CO 

Nevis 9.580 33 290 29 -17' 35 5 1 9.218 38 96 
New Caledonia 
New Zealand 
Niper 

Niue 
Norfolk Island 
Norway 
Pakistan 
Panama 

2,500 18 139 17 13 15 1 1 3,288 31 70 
1,800 4 450 3 New 1 261 3 

4,210,923 9,116 462 8,608 5 8,207 505 559 175 1,287,682 3,698 15,757 
100,000,000 267 374,532 247 5 236 19 43 6 72,334 380 909 

2,322,000 5,469 425 5,233 10 4,755 236 707 116 1,363,488 8,976 22,966 

Papua New Guinea 3,010,727 2,023 1,488 1,933 6 1,832 205 221 93 450,402 2,605 10,336 
Paraguay 3,550,071 2,854 1,244 2,511 6 2,379 186 408 38 663,137 3,251 6,262 
Peru 20,800,000 29,094 715 26,844 11 24,121 2,921 6,122 560 9,255,329 46,289 110,782 
Philippines 58,000,000 107,679 539 97,001 3 94,095 7,388 21,320 2,789 26,337,621 80,232 305,087 
Ponape 28,000 73 384 66 14 58 19 1 26,309 149 487 

Portugal 
Puerto Rico 
RBunion 
Rodrigues 
Rota 

Saba 
St. Eustatius 
St. Helena 
St. Kitts 34:120 158 2 16 150 3 145 6 18 2 361591 222 440 
St. Lucia 140,000 380 368 342 10 312 19 45 5 77,082 413 1,088 

St. Maarten 23,678 117 202 106 7 99 5 10 2 17,137 88 358 
St. Pierre &Miquelon 6,000 8 750 7 -30' 10 1 1 85'7 3 15 



St. Vincent 120.000 169 710 160 3 156 7 27 4 45.904 200 584 
Saipan 20;350 72 283 55 22 45 15 1 21;983 101 269 
San Marino 22,418 106 211 104 8 96 7 11 2 25,561 59 215 

SLo Tom6 
Senegal 
Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 
Solomon Islands 

South Africa 34,722,104 44,328 783 ' 42,385 5 40,456 3,325 5,143 1,014 9,748,788 41,725 114,612 
South-West Africa 1.261.000 509 2.477 464 12 4 16 32 64 13  109.129 527 1.269 
Spain 
Sri Lanka 
Suriname 

Swaziland 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Tahiti 
Taiwan 

Tanzania 24,529,000 3,005 8,163 2,820 7 2,646 293 561 87 913,746 3,077 9,767 
Thailand 53,397,745 1,042 51,245 989 8 913 64 188 33 294,744 1,088 2,607 
Togo 3,282,156 3,893 843 3,463 15 3,023 44 378 65 821,845 7,322 12,696 
Tokelau Islands 1,692 6 282 4 4 1 185 4 3 1 
Tonga 94,535 68 1,390 57 10 52 2 12 2 18,815 7 1 175 

Trinidad 1.233.251 5.262 234 5.084 9 4.682 523 967 55 1.381.411 7.762 17.451 
Truk ' 50:229 55 913 43 13 38 1 9 3 ' 151302 134 426 
Tunisia 
Turkey 
Turks & Caicos Isls. + 

I Tuvalu 9.000 42 2 14 33 74 19 2 7 1 8.676 55 287 " Uganda z U.S. ofAmerica 
Uruguay 5 Vanuatu 

f Venezuela 19.200.000 42.911 447 40.328 12 36.035 4.133 6.930 438 11.670.970 66.758 154.881 
0 VirginIsls. (Brit.) 

VirginIsls. (U.S.) 
m Wallis & FutunaIsls. 
? Western Samoa 158:000 180 878 160 5 152 12 27 4 49.264 166 754 
, 

Yap 9,320 25 373 23 -18' 28 1 8 1 10,791 67 141 
Zaire 35,000,000 37,747 927 35,864 7 33,430 1,705 5,321 1,087 9,688,801 59,105 89,290 

c Zambia 7,400,000 65,870 112 64,733 2 63,281 3,595 6,819 1,725 12,749,118 79,022 305,841 
> Zimbabwe 8,743,455 16,154 541 15,606 6 14,726 1,242 1,567 527 3,246,390 15,668 45,772 a 

174 Countries 3,291,006 3,148,646 6.0 2,970,453 221,863 440,017 52,758 744,072,379 3,017,030 8,637,729 - # 38OtherCountries 301,648 282,280 5.6 267,298 17,405 15,544 4,912 41,449,318 220,130 563,342 
2 GRAND TOTAL (212 countries) cr, 3,592,654 3,430,926 6.0 3,237,751 239,268 455,561 57,670 785,521,697 3,237,160 9,201,071 

% During the 1988 service year the Watch Tower Society spent 
$29,834,676.97 in caring for special pioneers, missionaries, 
and traveling overseers in their field service assignments. 

MEMORIAL PARTAKERS WORLDWIDE: 8,685 
Percentage of decrease 

# Work banned and reports are incomplete 



9 Life and Jesus Ministry 

The Responsibility of Discipleship 

A FTER leaving the house of a 
prominent Pharisee, who appar- 
ently is a member of the Sanhe- 

drin, Jesus continues on toward Jeru- 
salem. Great crowds follow him. But 
what are their motives? What is really 
involved in being his true follower? 

As they travel along, Jesus turns to 
the crowds and perhaps shocks them 
when he says: "If anyone comes to me 
and does not hate his father and mother 
and wife and children and brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even his own soul, he 
cannot be my disciple." 

What does Jesus mean? Not that his 
followers should literally hate their rela- 
tives. Rather, they must hate them in 
the sense of loving them less than they 
love him. Jesus' forefather Jacob is said 
to have "hated" Leah and loved Rachel, 
which meant that Leah was loved less 
than her sister Rachel. 

Consider, too; that Jesus said a disci- 
ple should hate "even his own soul," or 
life. Again what Jesus means is that a 
true disciple must love Him even more 
than he loves his own life. Jesus is thus 
emphasizing that becoming his disci- 
ple is a serious responsibility. It is not 
something to be undertaken without 
careful consideration. 

Hardship and persecution are in- 
volved in being Jesus' disciple, as he 
goes on to indicate: "Whoever is not 
carrying his torture stake and coming 
after me cannot be my disciple." Thus, 
a true disciple must be willing to under- 
go the same burden of reproach that 
Jesus endured, even including, if nec- 
essary, dying at the hands of God's 
enemies, which Jesus is soon to do. 

Being a disciple of Christ, therefore, 
is a matter that the crowds following 
him need to analyze carefully. Jesus 
emphasizes this fact by means of an 
illustration. "For example," he says, 
"who of you that wants to build a tower 
does not first sit down and calculate the 
expense, to see if he has enough to 
complete it? Otherwise, he might lay its 
foundation but not be able to finish it, 
and all the onlookers might start to rid- 
icule him, saying, 'This man started to 
build but was not able to finish."' 

So Jesus is illustrating to the crowds 
following him that before becoming his 
disciples, they should be firmly decided 
that they can fulfill what is involved, 
even as a man who wants to build a 
tower makes sure before he begins that 
he has the resources to com- 
plete it. Providing another il- 
lustration, Jesus contin- 
ues: 

"Or what king, march- 
ing to meet another king 
in war, does not first sit 
down and take counsel 
whether he is able with 
ten thousand troops 
to cope with the 
one that comes 
against him with 
twenty thou- 
sand? If, in 
fact, hecan-  & . not do so. I 

then while 
\ 
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"THE HAND OF JEHOVAH 
WM WITH THEM" k 

us in a mighty way the word of lehavah kept gvowing and preUailing."-~~~s r9:zo. 

ORE than 1,900 years ago, ene- made known the good news of Jehovah's 
mies of the Christian message Kingdom, there was action and reaction, 
and opposers of the missionary and often persecution. Other early Chris- 

apostle Paul complained: "These men that tians also suffered per~ecution. But always 
have overturned the inhabited earth are hand Jehovah was with them." 

present here also, . . . and [they] act in -Acts 11:21. 

opposition to the decrees of Caesar, saying Who had initiated this vital Christian 
missionary activity? It was Jesus, a unique there is another king, Jesus." (Acts 17:6,7) man with a stirring message an unusu- 

Wherever the Christian missionary Paul al method for propagating it. Remember - 
-. ,-, ----- r----- --- ---- 
ity make in the first centur: 
followed wherever the mission 
the good news of God's Kingd 
alwavs with the earlv Christians? itv. and how? 

1 ( a \  Whnt rnmnlnint did ~nemies  of Christian- that Jesus, the Son of God, came to the 
y C.E.? (b)  What Jewish people with a startling announce-' 
ary Paul preached - 
om, and what was 2. Who initiated the Christian missionary activ- 

lFyvl 
Baul and ~arnabks di . 

pioneer missionary work 



ment about the Kingdom of God. But they 
were only interested in their own salvation 
by works of the Law.-Matthew 4:17; Luke 
8:l; 11:45, 46. 

"To All the Nations" 
Thus, we can imagine the surprise of 

Jesus' Jewish disciples when he told them 
three days before his death: "And this good 
news of the kingdom will be preached in all 
the inhabited earth for a witness to all the 
nations; and then the end will come." His 
disciples must have wondered how they 
could ever preach the good news "to all the 
nations." How could such a small body of 
believers ever accomplish such a stagger- 
ing assignment?-Matthew 24:14; Mark 
13: 10. 

* Later, the resurrected Jesus added a 
command, saying: "All authority has been 
given me in heaven and on the earth. Go 
therefore and make disciples of people of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the holy 
spirit, teaching them to observe all the 
things I have commanded YOU." Thus they 
were commissioned to take their Master's 
message to "people of all the nations." 
-Matthew 28: 18-20. 

This came to include preaching to Gen- 
tiles, which proved to be a challenge. Pe- 
ter's attitude over three years later is proof 
of that. By means of a vision, Peter was told 
to eat defiled creatures as food. When God 
indicated to him that things formerly con- 
sidered defiled were now to be viewed as 
clean, Peter was perplexed. Then Peter was 
directed by God's spirit to visit the house of 

3. What prophecy by Jesus must have surprised 
his Jewish disciples, and why? 
4. What command did the resurrected Jesus 
give to his disciples? 
5, 6. (a)  How did the preaching of the good 
news of God's Kingdom reach the Gentiles, and 
with what result? (b) How did the elders in 
Jerusalem respond when Peter related to them 
his experience with the Gentile Cornelius? 

the Gentile Cornelius, a Roman centurion. 
There, he perceived that it was God's will 
for him to preach to Cornelius, though he 
had previously thought contacts with peo- 
ple of other races to be unlawful. As Peter 
was speaking, holy spirit fell upon that 
Gentile family, and this indicated, in effect, 
that the field for Christian missionary ac- 
tivity must now expand to include the non- 
Jewish world.-Acts 10:9-16,28,34,35,44. 

When Peter explained this development 
to the elders in Jerusalem, "they acqui- 
esced, and they glorified God, saying: 'Well, 
then, God has granted repentance for the 
purpose of life to people of the nations 
also."' (Acts 11:18) Now the Gentile na- 
tions could freely receive the good news of 
Christ and of his Kingdom! 

Missionaries to the Nations 
The preaching work, which had gath- 

ered momentum after the martyrdom of 
Stephen, now took on a different dimen- 
sion. With the exception of the apostles, 
the congregation in Jerusalem had scat- 
tered. At first, those persecuted Jewish 
believers preached only to Jews in Phoeni- 
cia, Cyprus, and Antioch. "However, . . . 
some men of Cyprus and Cyrene . . . began 
talking to the Greek-speaking people, de- 
claring the good news of the Lord Jesus.'' 
How did Jehovah view this missionary ac- 
tivity to the nations? "The hand of Jehovah 
was with them, and a great number that 
became believers turned to the Lord." 
Thanks to the boldness of those early Chris- 
tians, effective missionary activity was be- 
ginning to spread in the lands around the 
Mediterranean. But more was yet to come. 
-Acts 4:31; 8:l; 11:19-21. 

8About 47-48 C.E., God, through holy 

7. How did Christian missionary activity begin 
to spread in the lands around the Mediter- 
ranean, and how did Jehovah view this? 
8. How did God indicate a decisive move for the 
expansion of the missionary work? 
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spirit, indicated a decisive move for the 
expansion of the missionary work. The rec- 
ord a t  Acts 13:2-4 tells us: "The holy spirit 
said: 'Of all persons set Barnabas and Saul 
apart for me for the work to which I have 
called them.' . . . Accordingly these men, 
sent out by the holy spirit, went down to 
Seleucia [the seaport of Syrian Antioch], 
and from there they sailed away to Cy- 
prus." How thrilling that must have been 
for Paul and Barnabas-sailing to their 
first foreign assignment! The apostle Paul 
was spearheading the Christian missionary 
activity. He was also laying a foundation 
for a work that would be completed in our 
day. 

9Paul went on to make three recorded 
missionary tours plus his journey to Rome 
as  a prisoner. In the course of these, he 
opened up the work in several cities in 
Europe and preached the Kingdom message 
in countries and islands that today are 
known as Syria, Cyprus, Crete, Turkey, 
Greece, Malta, and Sicily. He may even 
have reached Spain. He helped establish 
congregations in many cities. What was 
the secret of his effective missionary activ- 
ity? 

Effective Teaching 
lo Paul imitated Christ's way of teaching. 

Therefore he knew how to relate to people. 
He knew how to teach and how to train 
others as teachers. He based his teaching 
on the Scriptures. He did not try to impress 
others with his own wisdom but, rather, 
reasoned from the Scriptures. (Acts 17: 
2, 3) Paul also knew how to adapt to his 
audience and how to use the local setting as 
a springboard for his message. As he said: 
"I have made myself the slave to all, that I 
may gain the most persons. And so to the 

9. What did the apostle Paul accomplish by 
means of his missionary tours? 
10. Why was Paul so effective in his missionary 
activity? 

Jews I became as a Jew. . . To those without 
law I became as without law. . . To the weak 
I became weak, that I might gain the weak. 
I have become all things to people of all 
sorts, that I might by all means save some." 
-1 Corinthians 9:19-23; Acts 17:22, 23. 

l1 Paul and his companions were effective 
missionaries. By perseverance and endur- 
ance, they established and strengthened 
Christian congregations everywhere they 
went. (Acts 13:14,43,48,49; 14:19-28) The 
early Christian ministry was so widespread 
that Paul could eventually write about "the 
truth of that good news which has present- 
ed itself to you, even as it is bearing fruit 
and increasing in all the world . . . , and 
which was preached in all creation that  is 
under heaven." Truly, early Christian mis- 
sionary activity affected people.-Colos- 
sians 1 5 ,  6, 23. 

l2 However, by the beginning of the sec- 
ond century C.E., apostasy was creeping 
into the Christian congregation, even as 
Jesus and the apostles had warned. (Mat- 
thew 7:15, 21-23; Acts 20:29, 30; 1 John 2: 
18, 19) In the centuries that followed, the- 
ology and pagan doctrine submerged the 
Kingdom message. Christendom sent out 
missionaries, not to preach the true King- 
dom of God, but to impose on defenseless 
natives-often with the sword-the king- 
dom of their political masters and spon- 
sors. Authentic Christian missionary work 
ceased but not forever. 

l3 Toward the close of the 19th century, 
Charles T. Russell, the first president of the 
Watch Tower Society, saw the need for 
missionary activity. He thus organized an 
extensive witnessing campaign, and he 

11. What indicates that Paul and his compan- 
ions were effective missionaries, and how wide- 
spread was the Christian ministry? 
12. What caused the authentic Christian mis- 
sionary work to cease for a time? 
13. How did a missionary campaign get started 
in modern times, and what was accomplished by 
the end of 1916? 
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himself visited many cities in the United 
States, as well as traveled the world by ship 
to visit as many countries as possible. His 
Bible-based writings were published in 35 
languages. It  is said that he traveled more 
than a million miles as a public lecturer and 
preached more than 30,000 sermons before 
his death in 1916. 

l4 His successor,. Joseph F. Rutherford, 
also recognized the vital need for mission- 
ary activity. In the early 1920's, he sent out 
capable men to different countries to help 
get the preaching work established. Mis- 
sionaries pioneered this Kingdom work in 
Spain, South America, and West Africa. In 
1931 an appeal was made for volunteers to 
reinforce the work in Spain. Three young 
men from England responded and served 
there under the most difficult and arduous 
circumstances for four years until the out7 
break of the Spanish Civil War in 1936. 
Then they had to flee for their lives. 

l5 During the decade of the 1940's, better 
things were to come in missionary activity. 

I Kingdom Activity in 
Ten Countries-1988 - 

(All of these reported more than 100,000 publishers) 

14. What did Joseph F. Rutherford do to further 
the missionary activity? 
15. What took place in the 1940's to expand the 
missionary work significantly? 

The third president of the 
Watch Tower Society, Nathan 
H. Knorr, had a team of zeal- 
ous men working with him. 
Evidently under the direction 
of holy spirit, in 1942 he saw 
the need to open up a mission- 
ary school in preparation for 
the post-World War I1 chal- 
lenge. In the midst of that 
world war, he took the ini- 
tiative, and the Watchtower 
School of Gilead was inaugu- 
rated in northern New York 
State in February 1943. With 
four instructors, it gave Bible- 
based training for missionary 
service to over a hundred zeal- 

ous pioneer ministers, male and female, 
every six months. Has their resultant activ- 
ity been effective? 

l61n 1943 there were only 126,329 Wit- 
nesses preaching in 54 countries. What is 
the situation today? Now, 45 years later, 
there are 28 times as many, over three and 
a half million active ministers in 212 coun- 
tries and islands of the sea. A significant 
part of this increase has been due to the fine 
foundation laid by the more than 6,000 
missionaries who have graduated from the 
Gilead School. These have come from 59 
countries and have been sent out to 148 
different lands over the course of the last 
five decades. With their help, instead of 
just over a hundred thousand Witnesses for 
the whole world, as there were 45 years ago, 
there are now ten countries that have each 
more than a hundred thousand ministers 
preaching and teaching the good news. In 
most of these nations, the Gilead mission- 
aries have been in the vanguard of the 
evangelizing work. 

Country 

USA 
Mexico 
Brazil 
Italy 
Nigeria 
Japan 
Germany 
Britain 
Philippines 
France 

16. (a)  How many Witnesses were preaching in 
1943, and how does that compare with today? 
(b) What part have the missionaries had in this 
increase? Explain. 

Average 
Pioneers 

96,947 
32,117 
22,725 
25,477 
14,022 
52,183 
8,416 

11,927 
21,320 
9,189 

Peak of 
Publishers 

797,104 
248,822 
245,610 
160,584 
134,543 
128,817 
125,068 
113,412 
107,679 
103,734 
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Hours of 
Preaching 

161,478,732 
58,061,457 
44,218,022 
43,354,687 
27,800,623 
60,626,840 
22,029,942 
22,103,713 
26,337,621 
21,598,308 

Memorial 
Attendance 

1,822,607 
1,004,062 

718,414 
330,461 
398,555 
297,171 
215,385 
211,060 
305,087 
205,256 



l7 Whether we refer to the early or the 
modern Christian missionary work, there 
are basic factors that have made it effec- 
tive. One is the direct contact with people 
that results from the house-to-house min- 
istry and informal witnessing, as well as 
the home Bible study arrangement. (John 
4:7-26; Acts 20:20) Another factor is the 
direct and simple Bible-based message that 
highlights the Kingdom of God as the only 
permanent solution for mankind's prob- 
lems. (Acts 1923; 28:16, 23, 30, 31) And 
many of our missionaries are serving in 
underdeveloped countries where the need 
for God's righteous rule is very evident. A 
third factor is the love that Christ taught 
and that our modern missionaries manifest 
in their daily dealings with people of all 
kinds and origins. There is no question 
that, over the past 45 years, Watch Tower 
missionaries have made a major contribu- 
tion to the global expansion of Jehovah's 
organization.-Romans 1:14-17; 1 Corin- 
thians 3:5, 6. 
- 

17. What are three basic factors that have made 
both the early arid the modern Christian mis- 
sionary work effective? 

Questions for Review 
How did the Christian missionary 

work get started, and how extensive 
was it to become? 

What role did the apostle Paul 
have in expanding missionary work? 

How was missionary work revived 
in modern times? 

What factors have made 
missionary and pioneer service 
effective? 

How can we imbibe the pioneer 
spirit today? 

Pioneer Spirit Takes Hold 
l8 No doubt the zealous example of the 

Gilead graduates stimulated others with 
a desire to be full-time ministers. Today, 
there are hundreds of thousands of other 
witnesses of Jehovah who have imbibed the 
same spirit of missionary zeal. These too 
are pioneers in the real sense, following in 
the steps of Jesus, "the Pioneer of their 
salvation."-Hebrews 2:lO; 12:2, Moffatt. 

l9 Since the 1960's it has become very 
difficult to send missionaries into a number 
of countries. The Watchtower Bible School 
of Gilead continues to supply missionaries, 
to the extent possible, according to the 
need in foreign lands. However, there is a 
tremendous field worldwide for those Wit- 
nesses who have the true pioneer spirit. 
Many have volunteered to make their own 
arrangements to serve in lands where the 
need is greater. Are you one who could join 
them? Such ones often comment that hard- 
ships and sacrifices are compensated for 
over and over again by the great joy of 
feeding Kingdom truths to sheeplike ones 
in developing countries. They are rewarded 
a hundredfold in finding new "brothers and 
sisters and mothers and children" and in 
sharing with these the wonderful hope of 
everlasting life in "the coming system of 
things."-Mark 10:28-30. 

20 Moreover, there are hundreds of thou- 
sands of Jehovah's servants today who re- 
port sacred service each month as regular 
or auxiliary pioneers. Most of these work 
diligently in their home territories. In 
many countries, these do the greater part 
- 

18. Who else have imbibed the same spirit of 
missionary zeal as the Gilead graduates? 
19. What have many Witnesses with the pioneer 
spirit volunteered to do, and how do they feel 
rewarded? 
20. (a)  Who are doing the greater part of the 
preaching in many countries? (b) How is i t  that 
Japan reports a total of more hours of field 
service yearly than almost any other country? 
(c) What question would we do well to consider? 
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of the preaching, and they often call at  the 
same homes week after week. Their King- 
dom hope is reflected in their bright ap- 
pearance and joyful attitude as they make 
new friends and cultivate much interest in 
their territories. More pioneers mean many 
more hours spent in praising God. For more 
than a decade, Japan, where the vast ma- I jority of Jehovah's Witnesses are former 

I Buddhists, has reported a total of more 
hours of field service annually than any 

I other country outside the United States. 
That is because close to one half of its 

1 Kingdom publishers are pioneering. Can 
/ you too arrange your affairs to share in this 
I 
, grandest of privileges, the pioneer service? 

21There are other Witnesses who are 
"zealous for fine works." (Titus 2:14) They 
include older folk, those in poor health, 
many with family responsibilities, and 
youths still in school whose situation may 
not permit them to enroll as regular pio- 
neers. These too can show the pioneer spirit 
by giving encouraging support to the pio- 
neers, sharing with them as possible in the 
service, and maintaining a positive atti- 
tude toward their own witnessing opportu- 
nities. Young folk can make full-time King- 
dom service their goal and, once they are 
baptized, share in auxiliary pioneering 
from time to time. Like young Timothy, 
they can ponder over these things in order 
to make spiritual advancement along with 
all of God's people.-1 Timothy 4:15, 16. 

22 Whatever our situation in life, may all 
of us be moved by Jehovah's spirit to share 
fully in his service. May "the hand of Jeho- 
vah" continue to be with each one of us so 
that it can be said with regard to our hum- 
ble efforts that "in a mighty way the word 
of Jehovah kept growing and prevailing." 
-Acts 11:21; 19:20. - 
21. (a) How can other Witnesses whose situa- 
tion does not enable them to enroll as regular 
pioneers still show the pioneer spirit? (b) How 
can young ones show the pioneer spirit? 
22. Whatever our situation in life, what should 
we make our determination, and with what fine 
result? 



Scenes from 
the Promised Land 'I 

NATIONS 
GATHER AT 
MEGIDDO 

I YOU will find a larger view of Megiddo in the 
1989 Calendar of Jehovah's Witnesses. Its six 

pictures will be discussed this year in 
Watchtouker articles. which vou mav want to I 11. retain with the calendar f6r futuie use. 11 

ESEARCHERS blow hot -and cold over world "R Armageddon," reported a scientific article on 
whether a nuclear war would bring on a freez- 

ing "nuclear winter" or a searing ''nucpar summer." 
Perhaps you have seen such corhments that link 

"Armageddon" and our critical times. What is "Arma- 
geddon"? You may want to know, since your life is 
involved. 

Look above at the aerial view of Megiddo. This was a 
strategic site in ancient Israel. The apostle John used 
its name when he wrote of "the place that is called in 
Hebrew Har-Magedon [Mountain of Megiddo]," or Ar- 
mageddon. (Revelation 16:16) Knowing the back- 

ground of Megiddo illuminates 
those words. 

You can see its location on the 
accompanying map. It virtually 
overlooked two principal roads. I] 
The Carmel Mountains blocked 
the N-S route between Egypt in 
the south and Damascus or other 
cities toward the Euphrates in the 
north. So armies and trading car- 
avans were forced through a low 
pass beside Megiddo, the pass on 
the right side of the photograph. 
The N-S road through it inter- 
sected in the Jezreel Valley with 
the important route between Tyre 
and the Jordan Valley, or Samar- 
ia and Jerusalem. Sitting astride 
these routes, Megiddo could vir- 
tually dominate those passing by, 
and the valley in front of Megiddo 
became a place of decisive battles. 

For example, it was here that 
Judge Barak defeated Canaanites 
under army chief Sisera, who had 
900 iron-scythed war chariots. 
(Judges 4:l-3, 12-16; 5:19) Lat- 
er, Pharaoh Necho led a power- 
ful Egyptian force of soldiers and 
chariots up the coastal route 
(hence its name, Via Maris, or 
Way of the Sea) to reinforce the 
Assyrians near the Euphrates. For 
some reason, Judean king Josiah 
decided on an international con- 
frontation with Necho. But 
where? Though it was some 
55 miles north of Jerusalem, Josi- 
ah chose the plain near Megiddo. 
-2 Chronicles 35:20-22; Jere- 
miah 46:2. 

He knew that the Egyptians had 
to pass there, and he may have 
felt that he would have the advan- 
tage, since he would be close to an 
Israelite stronghold. As you can 
see, Tell (mound) Megiddo is quite 
large. The ancient city was formi- 
dable. Solomon fortified Megiddo, 
evidently building massive stone 



walls and a huge protective gate.* 
(1 Kings 9:15) On the left side of 
the tell, you can see a large, ob- 
long pit, which was the entrance 
to an intricate water-supply sys- 

' tem. A steep staircase led down to 
j a long tunnel chipped through the 
I underlying rock, giving the Isra- 

elites access to springwater while 
, they were protected from attack. 

Archaeologists have also discov- 
ered remains of a stable for some 
450 horses, perhaps from the 

, time of Ahab's reign.-Compare 1 Kings 9:19. 
In the decisive battle near Me- I giddo,  Jos iah  was mortally 

I wounded, and he died on the way 
back to Jerusalem. ( 2  Kings 23: ! 28-30) This may have been the 

j cause of 'the wailing in the val- 
ley plain of Megiddo' mentioned 

, at Zechariah 12: 11. Not long after 
; Josiah's defeat, Babylon extended 

its militaristic influence into weak- 
ened Judea.-2 Kings 24:1, 2, / 12-14; 2 Chronicles 36:l-6. 

I - 
I *You  can read in The Watchtower of 
I August 15, 1988, pages 24-6, a fascinat- 
1 ing account of Megiddo's gate. 

THIS Egyptian carving can help 
you to visualize Pharaoh Necho's 
advance past Megiddo, where he 
defeated King Josiah 

Based on a map copy-hted by Pictorial Arohlve (Near Eastern HDtory) Est. and Survey of brae( 

With such background information, you can appreci- 
ate why in the Revelation given to the apostle John, 
Megiddo could be drawn upon in foretelling the gather- 
ing of 'the kings of the entire inhabited earth' 'to the 
war of the great day of God the Almighty.' No single 
spot on earth, certainly not the valley plain dominated 

'by Tell Megiddo, could contain all the nations opposed 
to God. But Har-Magedon, or Armageddon, suitably 
represqnts the situation for that decisive war.-Reve- 
lation 16:14, 16; 19:ll-21. 

So  let politicians and newsmen mistakenly think of 
Armageddon as a nuclear war that would devastate our 
globe. With the history of Megiddo in mind, you can 
understand the matter more accurately. You can ap- 
preciate that Armageddon is the situation into which 
the nations will soon be brought for the great war when 
God will wipe out the present wicked system, opening 
the way for a righteous new world.-2 Peter 3:ll-13. 



"1 am 
God 

pi. '., a 
coming to vou with the name of Jehovah of armies, the , . u P - . F 

rr I- of the battle lines of Israel, whom you h e  taunted." ..:-& - :IA 
-1 SAMUEL 17:45. 

0 mighty armies confront each armed to the hilt. Goliath is shouting blas- 
other across the valley of Elah, phemous defiance at Israel.-1 Samuel 17: 
southwest of Jerusalem. On one side 1-11. 

is the army of Israel, led by the fearfull Who will meet Goliath's challenge? "As 
King Saul. On the other side is the Philis- for all the men of Israel, on their seeing 
tine army with its gigantic champion, Go- the man, why, they went fleeing on ac- 
liath. Likely, Goliath's name means "Con- . sount of him and were very much afraid." 
spicuous." He is some nine feet tall and is -Ii;33ut look-a mere stripling youth appears 
- the scene! His name is David, which 
1, 2. (a) What challenge faces the arm of Isra- ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ d . n  H~ proved to be <‘be- el under the command of King Saul? (by HOW do 
the men of the m y  of l,qrael react to also to Jehovah because of his COU- 

-. ;r . :challenge, and who now appears on the scene? devotion to righteousness. Samuel 
,. 
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has already anointed David to be Israel's 
future king, and Jehovah's spirit is oper- 
ating powerfully upon him.-1 Samuel 16: 
12, 13, 18-21; 17:24; Psalm 11:7; 108:6. 

On hearing Goliath "taunt the battle 
lines of the living God," David offers him- 
self to fight the giant. When Saul con- 
sents, David sallies forth but not with the 
traditional armor and weapons offered by 
Saul. He is equipped only with a staff, a 
sling, and five smooth stones-in contrast 
with Goliath, who is carrying a spear with 
a 15-pound head and wearing a 126-pound 
copper coat of mail! As the mighty Goliath 
and his shield bearer advance, 'the Philis- 
tine calls down evil upon David by his 
gods.'- 1 Samuel 17: 12-44. 

How does David reply? He hurls back 
the giant's challenge, crying out: "You are 
coming to me with a sword and with a 
spear and with a javelin, but I am coming 
to you with the name of Jehovah of armies, 
the God of the battle lines of Israel, whom 
you have taunted. This day Jehovah will 
surrender you into my hand, and I shall 
certainly strike you down and remove your 
head off you; and I shall certainly give the 
carcasses of the camp of the Philistines 
this day to the fowls of the heavens and to 
the wild beasts of the earth; and people of 
all the earth will know that there exists a 
God belonging to Israel. And all this con- 
gregation will know that neither with 
sword nor with spear does Jehovah save, 
because TO JEHOVAH BELONGS' THE 
BATTLE, and he must give you men into 
our hand."-1 Samuel 17:45-47. 

David boldly advances to the battle. 
His slingstone flies toward its mark, and 
Goliath slumps to the earth. Yes, Jehovah 

3. How does David equip himself for battle, but 
how is Goliath equipped? 
4. How does David reply to the giant's chal- 
lenge? 
5. What is the outcome of the battle, and to 
whom goes the credit? 

has rewarded David's faith and courage by 
directing that small missile unerringly to 
the giant's forehead! David runs forward, 
unsheathes Goliath's own sword, and 
strikes off the bully's head. The Philistines 
flee in confusion. Truly, it could be said: 
"TO JEHOVAH BELONGS THE BAT- 
TLE''!-1 Samuel 17:47-51. 

Why has Jehovah preserved this de- 
tailed battle account in his Word, even 
though the battle was fought some 3,000 
years ago? The apostle Paul tells us: "All 
the things that were written aforetime 
were written for our instruction, that  
through our endurance and through the 
comfort from the Scriptures we might 
have hope." (Romans 15:4) Today, many 
faithful servants of God are enduring re- 
proach and outright persecution from foes 
who may be compared to Goliath. As ene- 
my pressures increase, all of us need the 
comforting assurance that "TO JEHOVAH 
BELONGS THE BATTLE." 

The Issue of Sovereignty 
Goliath strode forth in defiance of the 

God of Israel. Similarly, in this 20th cen- 
tury the totalitarian political system of 
government has come to the fore, challeng- 
ing Jehovah's sovereignty and trying to 
bully his servants into worshipful submis- 
sion to the State. This issue is of concern 
to God's people in all nations. Why so? 
Because the prophesied Gentile Times, or 
"appointed times of the nations," ended in 
1914, ushering in the present period of 
"distress of nations, with perplexity." 
(Luke 21:24-26; NW, King James Version) 
The Gentile Times started when the na- 
tions began to trample on earthly Jerusa- 
lem in. 607 B.C.E. and covered the next 
- 

6. (a)  Why has Jehovah preserved the details of 
this ancient battle? (b) What assurance do God's 
servants need when enduring persecution from 
foes who may be compared to Goliath? 
7. What issue is of concern to all of God's people 
in all nations, and why? 
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2,520 years up to 1914, when Jehovah 
enthroned Jesus as his Messianic King in 
heavenly Jerusalem.-Hebrews 12:22, 28; 
Revelation 11:15, 17." 

8 A  great change took place in 1914. 
No longer could the Gentile nations rule 
without divine interference. But did "the 
kings" then ruling obey the prophetic com- 
mand to "serve Jehovah with fear," ac- 
knowledging his newly installed King? 
No! Instead, they "massed together as one 
against Jehovah and against his anoint- 
ed one," Jesus. Pursuing their own am- 
bitions, they came to be "in tumult" in 
the Great War of 1914-18. (Psalm 2:l-6, 
10-12) To this day, world domination is 
a burning issue before mankind. Satan's 
world continues to produce political cham- 
pions, comparable to Goliath's kinsmen, 
the Rephaim. These dictatorial rulerships 
taunt Jehovah and try to bully his witness- 
es into submission, but as always, the 
battle and the victory belong to Jehovah. 
-2 Samuel 21:15-22. 

A Modern-Day "Saul" 
Where does King Saul come into this 

picture? Earlier; because of his rebellious- 
ness, Jehovah had determined to 'rip away 
from him the royal rule of Israel.' (1 Sam- 
uel 15:22, 28) Now, Saul had failed to 
uphold Jehovah's sovereignty in the face of 
Goliath's challenge. Furthermore, he pro- 
ceeded next to persecute David, Goliath's 
conqueror and the one anointed by Jeho- 
vah to replace Saul's line of rulership. How 
strikingly the clergy of Christendom have 
- 

* For a detailed discussion of this Bible chronolo- 
gy, see pages 129-39 of the book "Let Your Kingdom 
Come," published by the Watchtower Bible and 
Tract Society of New York, Inc. 
- 

8. ( a )  How did the kings of the earth respond to 
the prophetic command to "serve Jehovah with 
fear"? (b) What worldly champions today taunt 
Jehovah and bully his witnesses? 
9. Who today have corresponded with King 
Saul's style of action, and in what ways? 

fitted into this style of action! They have 
rebelled against Bible truth, being part of 
the great apostasy that 'does not obey the 
good news' about our Lord Jesus and 
his incoming Kingdom. They have utter- 
ly failed to advocate Jehovah's universal 
sovereignty and have bitterly persecuted 
Jehovah's anointed witnesses and their 
companions, the great crowd. Jehovah will 
take those apostates away 'in his fury.' 
-2 Thessalonians 1:6-9; 2:3; Hosea 13:11. 

During the first world war, the com- 
promising ways of Christendom's clergy 
became clearly apparent. Obviously, Jesus' 
prophecy in Matthew chapters 24 and 25, 
and Luke chapter 21 was being fulfilled. In 
fact, in 1918 a group of prominent clergy- 
men in London, England, representing 
the Baptist, Congregational, Presbyteri- 
an, Episcopal, and Methodist Churches, 
published a manifesto. This stated: "The 
present crisis points toward the close of 
the times of the Gentiles." But they did 
not follow through on that declaration. 
Already, the clergy of Christendom had 
been deeply involved in supporting both 
sides of the first world war. Instead of 
recognizing Jesus' presence in Kingdom 
power, they submitted to the thinking of 
worldly nations-that the people should 
continue to be dominated by divisive Gen- 
tile political powers, even by tyrants like 
Goliath, rather than unite under God's 
Kingdom.-Matthew 25:31-33. 

No Compromise! 
l1 Do God's devoted servants compro- 

mise on this issue of sovereignty? Far 
from it, as the Bible record clearly shows! 
(Daniel 3:28; 6:25-27; Hebrews 11:32-38; 
- 

10. (a)  In 1918, what manifesto was published 
in London by a group of prominent clergy- 
men? (b) Instead of following through on the 
1918 manifesto, what course have the clergy 
pursued? 
11. Who have not compromised on the issue of 
sovereignty, and whose example do they follow? 
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Revelation 2:2, 3, 13, 19) Loyal Christians 
today uphold Jehovah's sovereignty and 
Kingdom despite all the cruel reproach- 
es and persecutions that  the bullying 
modern-day Goliath heaps upon them. 
Thus, they follow in the steps of Jesus, 
"the Son of David," who boldly waged spir- 
itual warfare in behalf of Jehovah's sover- 
eignty, while a t  the same time maintain- 
ing strict neutrality toward the world's 
conflicts and politics. In prayer to his Fa- 
ther, Jesus stated that his followers, true 
Christians, are also "no part of the world." 
-Matthew 4:8-10, 17; 21:9; John 6:15; 17: 
14, 16; 18:36, 37; 1 Peter 2:21. 

l2 The Davidlike remnant of anointed 
Christians today have struck down the 
modern-day Goliath. How so? In that they 
have declared themselves unequivocal- 
ly on Jehovah's side of the controversy 
over world domination. A "RESOLUTION 
(Adopted by the International Bible Stu- 
dents Association in Convention at Cedar 
Point, Ohio, Sunday, September 10, 1922)" 
set the pattern. I t  included the following: 

"10. W e  further hold and testify that this 
is the day of God's vengeance against Sa- 
tan's empire visible and invisible; 

"1 I. That the reestablishment of the old 
world or order is an impossibility; that the 
time is here for the establishment of the 
kingdom of God through Christ Jesus; and 
that all the powers and organizations that 
do not willingly submit to the righteous 
reign of the Lord will be destroyed." 
"The Son of David," as Head of the Chris- 
tian congregation, no doubt directed the 
hurling of t,hat "stone" of Kingdom truth. 
(Matthew 12:23; John 16:33; Colossians 
1:18) Resolutions adopted a t  annual con- 
ventions from 1922 to 1928 underlined 
this position. From the viewpoint of Jeho- 
vah's people, "Goliath" lay dead, beheaded. 
- 

12. ( a )  Who have struck down the modern-day 
Goliath, and how so? (b)  Their viewing "Goliath" 
as dead has had what effect on Jehovah's people? 

Dictatorial human rulership has been pow- 
erless to coerce the courageous advocates 
of Jehovah's sovereignty into compromis- 
ing.-Compare Revelation 20:4. 

l3 An outstanding modern example of 
bullying by Goliathlike political rulerships 
took place in Hitler's Germany. The main- 
line religions, both Catholic and Prot- 
estant, compromised woefully in paying 
homage to Nazism, idolizing the fiihrer, 
saluting his swastika flag, and blessing his 
troops as they sallied forth to slaughter 
their fellow believers in neighboring na- 
tions. So-called Christians of all faiths 
-but not Jehovah's Witnesses-were 
caught up in the patriotic fervor. The book 
Mothers in the Fatherland reported: "[Je- 
hovah's Witnesses] were sent to concen- 
tration camps, a thousand of them were 
executed, and another thousand died be- 
tween 1933 and 1945. . . . Catholics and 
Protestants heard their clergy urge them 
to cooperate with Hitler. If they resist- 
ed, they did so against orders from both 
church and state." How bloodguilty both 
Church and State  became!-Jeremiah 
2:34." 

l4 TO this day, cruel oppression of Jeho- 
vah's Witnesses continues in many lands, 
just as Jesus foretold. But under all cir- 
cumstances, these Christians zealously 
keep on preaching "this good news of the 
kingdom." (Matthew 24:9, 13, 14) The 
irony of the situation is that the Witnesses 
are recognized in most countries as hon- 
est, clean-living citizens, exemplary in up- 
holding law and order. (Romans 13:l-7) 

I "For stirring examples of the integrity of Jeho- 
vah's Witnesses, young and old, in answering the 
chal!enge of the Nazi "Goliath," see the 1974 Year- 
book of Jehovah's Witnesses, pages 117-21, 164-9. 

13. ( a )  How did Christendom's clergy compro- 
mise during the oppression in Hitler's Germany? 
(b) What did the book iMothers in the Fatherland 
report about the uncompromising Witnesses? 
14. Why are Jehovah's Witnesses often perse- 
cuted? 
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Yet they are often persecuted. Why? Since 
worship belongs exclusively to Jehovah, 
they refrain from bowing to representa- 
tions of the State or hailing them. (Deu- 
teronomy 4:23, 24; 5:s-10; 6:13-15) Un- 
compromisingly, they worship Jehovah, 
"him alone," making Jehovah the Sover- 
eign Lord of their lives. (Matthew 4:s-10; 
Psalm 71:5; 73:28) Being "no part of the 
world," they maintain Christian neutrali- 
ty toward the world's politics and wars. 
-John 15: 18-21; 16:33. 

l5 The modern-day Goliath often threat- 
ens these integrity keepers, who put the 
worship of Jehovah ahead of idolatrous 
practices. (Compare Revelation 13:16, 17.) 
But Witnesses, young and old, can follow 
David's example by fearlessly answering 
the challenge. In a Latin-American land, 
a six-year-old Christian girl had received 
fine home training from infancy. (Compare 
Ephesians 6:4; 2 Timothy 3:14, 15.) This 
had contributed to making her the bright- 
est student in her class a t  school. But 
her Bible-trained conscience caused her 
to refrain from taking part in idolatrous 
class ceremonies. When she explained her 
stand, the teacher exclaimed that a girl of 
her age was too young to have a con- 
science! The six-year-old proved the teach- 
er wrong by giving an impressive witness. 

l6 I t  is hoped that all Christian parents 
will train their little ones so that these 
may follow youthful David's example by 
taking their stand when Goliathlike world- 
ly authority threatens them. May they be 
like the three faithful Hebrew children, 
like Daniel and many others of Bible rec- 
ord in courageously 'holding a good con- 
science' in harmony with Bible principles. 
-1 Peter 2:19; 3:16; Daniel 3:16-18. 

15, 16. (a)  Whose example can Witnesses of all 
ages follow when the modern-day Goliath threat- 
ens them, and how was this illustrated by a 
six-year-old Christian girl? (b) Christian parents 
want to train their little ones to be like whom? 
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As Historians See It 
l7 The well-known English historian Ar- 

nold Toynbee warned of the development 
in our time of the "grim shape of a pagan 
worship of sovereign national states," de- 
scribing this also as "a sour ferment of the 
new wine of democracy in the old bottles 
of tribalism." Those who claim that their 
own nation is superior to all others, even 
to the point of worshiping the State, have 
been manipulated by rulers and regiment- 
ed in order to carry out their policies, 
whether good or bad. As a result, the 
Goliath class has arisen to test the loyalty 
of God's people, who love the land of their 
birth but decline to worship the State and 
its symbols. 

l8 As was the case in Nazi Germany, 
today there are searching questions for 
the conscientious Christian to  answer: 
Should I believe that  the nation I live in is 
- 

17. (a)  English historian Toynbee warned of the 
development of what? (b) How does the modern- 
day Goliath class test the loyalty of God's people? 
18. What searching questions does the conscien- 
tious Christian need to answer? 

Questions for Review 

What is pictured by the giant bully 
Goliath? 

In what ways do God's servants 
show no compromise on the issue of 
sovereignty? 

Why can God's people say that 
the modern-day Goliath has been 
struck down? 

Who follow King Saul's style of 
action, and how? 

How have Jehovah's people acted 
like David in the face of oppression 
by the modern-day Goliath? 



favored by God more than any other? Es- 
pecially now, in this most dangerous peri- 
od of human history, is it logical and 
sensible to view one small portion of the 
earth as superior to all other portions? Or 
to view one segment of the human family 
as superior to all other segments? 

l9 Let us consider the viewpoint of the 
greatest Historian of all- Jehovah God, 
Author of the Bible. The apostle Peter 
tells us: "For a certainty I perceive that 
God is not partial, but in every nation the 
man that fears him and works righteous- 
ness is acceptable to him." And should we 
not always act in harmony with the apos- 
tle Paul's inspired statement that God 
"made out of one man every nation of - 
19. What does the greatest Historian of all, Je- 
hovah, tell us about thinking and acting as 
though one nation of men were superior to every 
other nation? 

men, to dwell upon the entire surface of 
the earthn? Why should one nation of men 
think and act as though it were superior 
to every other nation? Speaking of all 
men, Paul said: "We are the progeny of 
God."-Acts 10:34, 35; 17:26, 29. 
201n Jehovah's new system, lovers of 

righteousness will no longer be challenged 
by the Goliathlike totalitarian political 
systems, for partisan pride and hatred 
will be things of the past. (Psalm 11:5-7) 
Wherever they live on earth, God's people 
have already put such nationalism behind 
them, in obedience to Jesus' command to 
'love one another just as he loved them.' 
(John 13:34, 35; Isaiah 2:4) Our next 
study shows what kind of love that is! 

20. By what will God's people no longer be chal- 
lenged in Jehovah's new system, and what will 
our next study discuss? 

ik%$2:;2.*!:; 
.$..;!i-:~* UNTIED UNDER i',;:"r?;.;;$; 
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fe%&,Gz 4 B M R  OF LOVE &<;:gJ?f$*<.;t; 
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"Above dl things, k i n f m  love fm one arwther."-r PETER 4:s. 

D 0 WE see that kind of love among 
God's people today? Certainly we 
do! This is a love that centers 

around recognition and support of Jeho- 
vah's sovereignty, even as David support- 
ed it. Notably since the year 1922, anoint- 
ed brothers of Jesus Christ, "the Son ok 
David," have been proclaiming earth wide 
that God's Kingdom is at  hand and that 
the champions of Satan's oppressive rule 
face execution by God's appointed Judge, 

1. What kind of love do we see among God's 

I? ople today, and what have anointed Christians 
een proclaiming since 1922? 

Jesus Christ.-Matthew 21:15, 42-44; 
Revelation 19:11, 19-21. 

David was 'a man agreeable to Jeho- 
vah's heart.' This was apparent in his 
love for Jehovah and His righteousness 
-traits that even cowardly King Saul 
acknowledged were in David-yes, in his 
qualities of fearlessness, wholehearted 
devotion to Jehovah, leadership, and 
humble submission to theocratic order. 
-1 Samuel 13:14; 16:7, 11-13; 17:33-36; 
24:9, 10, 17. 

2. Why could David be called 'a man agreeable 
to Jehovah's heart'? 
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Following his triumph over Go- el 7: 18-24; 1 Chronicles 29: 10-13. 
liath, David reported back to Jonathan himself was also a 
Saul. It was then that moth- fighter for righteousness. He 
er lover of righteousness had declared that "there is 
came forward. He was no hindrance to Jehovah 
Jonathan, eldest son of to save by many or by 
King Saul. "It came few." Why? Because 
about that, as soon as Jonathan recognized 
[David] had finished that there is always 
speaking to Saul, Jona- a need to seek divine 
than's very soul became guidance for victory 
bound up with the soul in theocratic warfare. 
of David, and Jonathan When Jonathan unwit- 
began to love him as tingly committed an of- 
his own soul." (1 Samuel 

' 
fense for which Saul sen- 

18:l) Rather than fleshly tenced him to death, he 
valor and expertise with the humbly accepted that judg- 
sling, it was David's burning ent. Happily, the people re- 
zeal to clear God's name of re- deemed him.-1 Samuel 14:6, 9, 
proach, his selflessness, and his implicit 10, 24, 27, 43-45. 
reliance on Jehovah that won Jonathan's 
heartfelt admiration.-Compare Psalm 8: Expressing Loyal Love 
1, 9; 9:1, 2. Saul became jealous of David's fame 

Though J~nathan was some 30 Years as a warrior and sought to kill him, but 
older than David, he became united with Jonathan's loyal love came to the res- 
this young warrior in a lasting bond of cue! The awount reads: "As for Jona- 
friendship. "And Jonathan and David than, sauys son, he great delight h 
proceeded to conclude a covenant, be- David. So told David, saying: cause of his loving him as his own soul. 
Further, Jonathan stripped himself of the 'Saul my father is seeking to have you put 
sleeveless coat that was on him and gave death. And now be On your guard, 
it to David, and also his garments, and please7 in the morning7 and You must 
even his sword and his bow and his belt." dwell in secrecy and keep yourself hid- 
(1  Samuel 18:3, 4) What an outstanding den.' " On that occasion, Jonathan placat- 
display of recognition on Jonathan's ed Saul, so that David was spared. But 
part! Jonathan would normally have been David's further successes in "fighting 
Sad's heir. Yet he expressed a w , against the Philistines and striking them "f" principled love for David and submiss on down with a great slaughtern reawakened 
to him as the one anointed to be king, the Saul's animosity. Again he determined to 
one preeminently intent on upholding Je- kill David, so that David fld.-1 Samuel 
hovah's name and sovereignty.-2 Samu- 19:2-10. - - 

3. What was Jonathan's attitude toward David, 5. What did Jonathan recognize when it came to 
and why? theocratic warfare? 
4. What did Jonathan do in recognition of Da- 6. How did Jonathan's loyal love come to David's 
vid's being the one anointed to be king? rescue? 
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In time, the fugitive David again met 
up with Jonathan, who declared: "What- 
ever your soul may say I shall do for you." 
The two reaffirmed a covenant before Je- 
hovah, and David promised that he would 
never cut off loving-kindness from Jon- 
athan's household-a promise that he 
faithfully kept. "So Jonathan swore again 
to David because of his love for him; for 
as he loved his own soul he loved him." 
-1 Samuel 20:4-17; 2 Samuel 21:7. 

King Saul became adamant in his re- 
solve to kill David. Why, Saul even hurled 
a spear a t  his own son Jonathan when 
this one spoke up in behalf of David! So 
Jonathan met David secretly in a field. 
"As for David, . . . he fell on his face to 
the earth and bowed three times; and 
they began kissing each other and weep- 
ing for each other, until David had done 
it the most. And Jonathan went on to say 
to David: 'Go in peace, since we have 
sworn, both of us, in the name of Jeho- 
vah, saying, "May Jehovah himself prove 
to be between me and you and between 
my offspring and your offspring to time 
indefinite." ' " So 'they parted, and David 
became a fugitive in the wilderness of 
Ziph.-1 Samuel 20:41, 42. 

Lovingly, Jonathan continued to en- 
courage David. As the record states: 
"Jonathan the son of Saul now rose up 
and went to David a t  Horesh, that he 
might strengthen his hand in regard to 
God. And he went on to say to him: 'Do 
not be afraid; for the hand of Saul my 
- 

I 

7. When Jonathan met the fugitive David, what 
did they say to each other in reaffirming a cove- 
nant? 
8. Why did Jonathan and David meet secretly in 
a field, and what took place on that occasion? 
9, 10. (a) How did Jonathan further encourage 
David a t  what was probably the last meeting 
between the two? (b) When Jonathan and Saul 
were slain by the Philistines, what dirge did 
David compose, and how did he climax it? 

father will not find you, and you yourself 
will be king over Israel, and I myself shall 
become second to you; and Saul my father 
also has knowledge to that effect.' Then 
the two of them concluded a covenant 
before Jehovah."-1 Samuel 23: 15-18. 

lo Apparently, that was the last meet- 
ing between David and his loyal compan- 
ion Jonathan. Later, when both Jonathan 
and Saul were slain in battle with the 
Philistines, David composed a dirge, "The 
Bow." In it he expressed respect for Saul 
as Jehovah's anointed but climaxed his 
song with the words: "Jonathan slain 
upon your high places! I am distressed 
over you, my brother Jonathan, very 
pleasant you were to me. More wonderful 
was your love to me than the love from 
women. How have the mighty ones fall- 
en and the weapons of war perished!" 
(2 Samuel 1:18, 21, 25-27) David was 
then anointed for the second time, as 
king over Judah. 

Modern-Day Parallels 
" Since "all Scripture is inspired of 

God and beneficial for teaching,'' what do 
we learn from the account about David 
and Jonathan? (2 Timothy 3:16) We note 
that there is a love "more wonderful . . . 
than the love from women." True, "the 
love from women" can be pleasant and 
fulfilling when Jehovah's laws concerning 
marriage are honored. (Matthew 19:6, 9; 
Hebrews 13:4) But David and Jonathan 
exemplified a finer aspect of love, in line 
with the commandment: "Listen, 0 Isra- 
el: Jehovah our God is one Jehovah. And 
you must love Jehovah your God with all 
your heart and all your soul and all your 
vital force."-Deuteronomy 6:4, 5. 

11, 12. (a) What kind of love did David and 
Jonathan exemplify? (b) What did the intense 
love between David and Jonathan foreshadow? 

THE WATCHTOWER-JANUARY 1, 1989 25 



l2 David and Jonathan were united in 
expressing that love as they fought to 
clear Jehovah's name of all the reproach 
that His enemies cast upon it. In doing 
this, they also cultivated 'intense love for 
each other.' (1 Peter 4:s) The companion- 
ship that they enjoyed in this respect 
went even beyond the command a t  Levit- 
icus 19:18: "You must love your fellow 
as yourself." Indeed, i t  foreshad- 
owed the kind of love indicat- 

,, &' 

ed in Jesus' "new 

mandment, that you love one another; 
just as  I have loved you, that you also 
love one another.". Jesus' love was self- 
sacrificing not only in his complete sub- 
mission to Jehovah's will but also in his 
willingness even to "surrender his soul 
in behalf of his friends."-John 13:34; 
15:13. 

One United "Flock" 
l3 Anointed Christians of the "little 

flock" have borne the brunt of the battle 
in contending with the modern-day Goli- 
ath. Since 1935, however, they have been, 
joined by Kingdom proclaimers of anoth- 
er and larger "fold." These "other sheep" 
have become united with the remaining 
anointed "sheep" as "one flock" under the 

13. What group of Kingdom proclaimers has 
appeared on the scene particularly from 1935, 
and what unity do the anointed Christians have 
with them? 

,'\( 1::: -! 

"one shepherd," "the Son of > -  
David," in a superlative bond ! 

& 
of loving unity-like that exist- 

4 
ing between Jonathan and 
vid.-Luke 12:32; John 1 
Ezekiel 37:24. 

l4  Even as  th is  Jona tha  
group was beginning to mul- 
tiply into a great crowd, 
World War I1 burst forth, 
s o  that both the anointed 
and their companions 

/ were severely tested. .:.. 2 

Those were years of G I 

vicious persecution, 
often instigated by ( ,-,.. 

t h e  clergy. This  . .. ?. 
paralleled Saul's 
attempts to slay the anointed David and, 
later, Jonathan when the latter lovingly 
identified himself with David. What in- 
tense love the David and Jonathan class- 
es showed toward each other during that 
period! Jesus' illustration a t  Matthew 25: 
35-40 often had a literal fulfillment." 

l5 How the integrity keeping of Je- 
hovah's Witnesses contrasts with the 
course of the modern Saul class! The Wit- 
nesses, who are "no part of the world," 
have obeyed Jesus' command to "love 
one another" on a global scale. (John 15: 
17-19) On the other hand, in the two 
world wars Christendom's clergy on both 
sides prayed to their "god" for victo- 
ry, while millions of soldiers were be- 
ing slaughtered by their fellow religion- 

* A fine example of this is related in the 1972 
Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses, from page 216, 
paragraph 3, to page 217, paragraph 3. - 

14. What paralleled Saul's attempts to kill Da- 
vid, and Jonathan's lovingly identifying himself 
with David? 
15. (a) What course taken by the Witnesses 
contrasts with that taken by the modern Saul 
class? (b) What in our day may parallel the "bad 
spirit from Jehovah" that terrorized King Saul? 
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ists of other nations. 
The "bad spirit from 
Jehovah" that terror- 
ized Saul may well 
correspond to the re- 
sult  of the angels' 
pouring out  t h e  
plagues of Revelation 
chapter 8. I t  is evi- 
dent that the clergy 
of Christendom do 
not have Jehovah's 
holy spirit.-1 Sam- 
uel 16: 14; 18: 10-12; 
19: 10; 20:32-34. 

l6 In 1918 the cler- 
gy used the war cri- 
sis to persuade the 
political powers in  
the United States to 
take action against 
the responsible officers of the Watch 
Tower Society and finally imprison them. 
(These Bible students were later com- 
pletely exonerated.) During the second 
world war, Jehovah's Witnesses were 
banned in the domain of the Axis powers 
and in most British Commonwealth coun- 
tries, often as a result of religious pres- 
sure. For example, note the above facsim- 
ile of a letter written by the Archbishop 
of Sydney (later a cardinal) just prior to 
the banning of Jehovah's Witnesses in 
Australia. When the ban was contested in 
the High Court of Australia, the trial 
judge, Mr. Justice Starke, described it as 
"arbitrary, capricious and oppressive. " , 
The ban was removed on June 14, 1943, 
and the government was assessed dam- 
ages. In more recent years, religious 
pressure on a number of governments 
- 
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16. (a )  How did the clergy use two world wars 
to oppress Jehovah's people? (b) In recent years, 
why can i t  be said that a modern-day Saul has 
persisted in hounding God's people? 

in  Africa and Asia 
has resulted in ruth- 
less oppression of Je- 
hovah's Witnesses. 
Thus a modern-day 
Saul-the clergy of 
Christendom-has 
persisted in hound- 
ing God's people. 

l 7  D u r i n g  t h e  
19807s ,  how have  
Jehovah's Witnesses 
faced up to continu- 
ing politico-religious 
pressures? Why, just 
as  David faced up to 
Goliath, and David 
a n d  J o n a t h a n  t o  
King Saul! They are 
fearless and deter- 
mined to keep integ- 

rity with regard to the issue of sovereign- 
ty, for they know that God's Kingdom 
will triumph. (Daniel 2:44) In the face of 
persecution, they present a united front, 
encouraging one another in an interna- 
tional bond of love such as  the world has 
never before seen. As neutrals in time of 
war, they do not shed the blood of their 
fellow believers in other nations. (Micah 
4:3, 5)  Thus they demonstrate that they 
are the group that Jesus referred to when 
he said: "By this all will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love among 
yourselves." (John 13:35) As a global 
brotherhood, Jehovah's Witnesses have 
'clothed themselves with love, the perfect 
bond of union,' a bond that transcends 
all racial, tribal, and national barriers. 
-Colossians 3: 14. 
- 

17. (a)  How have Jehovah's Witnesses faced up 
to the continuing politico-religious pressures? 
(b) What is demonstrated by the worldwide 
unitedness of the Witnesses? 
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Showing "Intense Love" 
l8 Recall that "Jonathan's very soul be- 

came bound up with the soul of David, and 
Jonathan began to love him as his own 
soul." What a remarkable parallel there 
has been in these "last days"! (2 Timothy 
3: 1, 14) Throughout the senseless turmoil 
of this violent age, there has been one 
group, Jehovah's Witnesses, that has 
maintained a loving global unity. As 
Christian neutrals, they have honored 
their Creator as Sovereign Lord of all 
mankind. (Psalm 100:3) Oh, the modern- 
day Rephaim-political kinsmen of "Goli- 
ath"-may keep taunting spiritual Israel. 
(2 Samuel 21:21,22) And the modern-day 
Saul-Christendom's clergy-may con- 
tinue to make trouble for the David and 
Jonathan classes. (1 Samuel 20:32, 33) 
But "to Jehovah belongs the battle." As 
Sovereign Lord, he will gain the final vic- 
tory for his loyal servants. Observing the 
uncompromising stand of the David class, 
millions-in all lands-of the Jonathan 
group, even including former persecutors, 
have joined them under Christ's 'banner 
of love.'*-1 Samuel' 17:47; Song of Solo- 
mon 2:4. 

l9 You can review the expanding activ- 
ity of these millions of Witnesses by con- 
sulting the chart on pages 4-7 of this 
magazine. During the decade of 1979-88, 
the number of preachers of the good news 
- 

* See the 1988 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses, 
pages 150-4. - 

18. (,a) What parallel is there today in Jona- I 

than s love for David, and how is this evidenced? 
(b) What has resulted worldwide from the un- 
compromising stand of the David class? 
19, 20. (a)  What are some of the highlights of 
the activity of the Witnesses as indicated by the 
chart on pages 4-7? (b) What was the growth 
rate of the Witnesses during the decade of 
1979-88? (c) Why can it be said that the Wit- 
nesses are a people truly united worldwide, and 
what question therefore arises? 
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of God's established Kingdom has in- 
creased from 2,186,075 to 3,592,654, a 
64.3-percent growth. Worldwide, these 
are a people truly united in sharing one 
common belief, one common service to 
God, and one consistent devotion to the 
moral principles of the Bible. It is to this 
close-knit international group that Jesus' 
words apply today: "If you observe my 
commandments, you will remain in my 
love, just as I have observed the com- 
mandments of the Father and remain in 
his love."-John 15:lO; compare 1 Corin- 
thians 1: lO.  

20 Though they preach in upwards of 
200 different tongues, these witnesses of 
Jehovah speak the "pure language" of 
truth as they serve God "shoulder to 
shoulder." In this, they imitate the loving 
example of David and Jonathan. (Zepha- 
niah 3:9; 1 Samuel 20:17; Proverbs 18:24) 
If you are not already united with God's 
people, would you not like to be part of 
the modern-day Jonathan class? You can 
make that your goal, and Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses will show intense love in helping 
you to reach it. 

Questions for Review 
How did Jonathan express loyal 

love for David? 

What kind of love was 
foreshadowed by the love between 
David and Jonathan? 

How have Christendom's clergy 
acted like King Saul when he 
hounded David? 

What today is comparable to 
Jonathan's love for David? 

What does the unitedness of the 
Witnesses worldwide demonstrate? 



"F EAR God and give him glory, be- 
cause the hour of the judgment 
by him has arrived." (Revelation 

14:7) These stirring words were first heard 
by the aged apostle John in a vision. Ut- 
tered by an angel flying in midheaven, they 
were directed particularly to people living 
during this time of the end, the open- 
ing period of "the Lord's day."-Revela- 
tion 1 : l O .  

Yet how inappropriate these words may 
seem to some! Many even doubt the exis- 
tence of God, let alone fear him. For a 
number of those who claim to be Christian, 
the idea of fearing God seems out of date. 
The love of God they can accept. But fear- 
ing him seems to smack more of the Middle 
Ages. Is this how you view the matter? 

Jesus' Fear of God 
If so, consider what it means to be a 

Christian. According to the Bible, being a 
Christian involves following closely in the 
footsteps of Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 2:21) 
Now, while there is no doubt that Jesus 
loved God, the Bible makes it very plaih 
that  he also feared him. Isaiah, speaking 
prophetically about Jesus, said that  he 
would have "the spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of Jehovah." (Isaiah 11:2) Interest- 
ingly, though, this fear was not a burden 
on Jesus. We should not think of it as being 
the way a child fears a brutal father or a 
population is terrorized by an oppressive 

ruler. In fact, Isaiah also prophesied about 
Jesus: "There will be enjoyment by him in 
the fear of Jehovah." (Isaiah 11:3) How can 
you enjoy being afraid of someone? 

The fact is, in the Bible the word "fear" 
has a number of shades of meaning. There 
is the physical fear or dread that we feel 
when someone wants to do us harm. Thus, 
the Israelite armies "were very much 
afraid" of Goliath. (1 Samuel 17:23, 24) 
Then there is the fear of the startlingly 
unexpected or unknown, such as Zechariah 
felt when suddenly confronted by Jeho- 
vah's angel in the temple. (Luke 1:11, 12) 
However, the fear Jesus felt for his Father 
was unlike either of these. 

Rather, the original Hebrew and Greek 
words used in the Bible for "fear" often 
refer to a profound reverence and awe of 
God. Such was the godly fear that  Jesus 
had and that the angel was encouraging 
everyone today to cultivate. This respectful 
awe, or fear, takes root in our heart when 
we meditate on Jehovah's might and power 
and compare it with our own absolute in- 
significance. I t  grows when we contem- 
plate his mighty works, and i t  is also devel- 
oped by prayerfully remembering the fact 
that he is the Supreme Judge, with the 
power to give life as well as to punish with 
everlasting death. 

Such fear is vital because it holds us back 
from doing wrong and from taking God for 
granted, as it were. I t  helps us to avoid an 
attitude such as: 'God will forgive me. He 
knows that I am weak,' when we are faced 
with temptation and might rather give in 
than fight. As Proverbs 8:13 tells us: "The 
fear of Jehovah means the hating of bad." 
And Proverbs 16:6 adds: "In the fear of 
Jehovah one turns away from bad." Adam 
and Eve failed to exercise this proper, 
healthful fear of Jehovah when they dis- 
obeyed him. The result? They felt another, 
negative kind of fear and hid from his 
presence. Adam said: "Your voice I heard 
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in the garden, but I was the Nazi concentration 
afraid."-Genesis 3: 10. camps-have faced ter- 

Unlike Adam and Eve, rifying situations. How 
Job was a man who re- have they been able to 
mained faithful to  Jeho- conquer the fear their 
vah despite the  most enemies t r i ed  t o  in- 
severe testing. Why? Je- spire? By applying Je- 
hovah himself said that SUS' words: "Do not fear 
Job  was 'a man  who those who kill the body 
feared him and therefore and after this are not 
would turn away from able to do anything more. 
bad.' (Job 1:8; 2:3) Today But I will indicate to you 
we must be sure that Je- whom to fear: Fear him 
hovah can say the same who after killing has au- 
thing about us! The fear thority to throw into Ge- 
of God is proper, and it henna."-Luke 12:4, 5. 
must be a part of our At Psalm 19:9 we are 
thinking. taught: "The fear of Je- 

hovah is pure, standing 
Fear of God and forever. The judicial de- 

Fear of Man If Urijah had had a deep fear of 
Jehovah, fear of man would not cisions of Jehovah are 

Fear of God is a natu- have been a snare to him true; they have proved 
ral feeling that gives us altogether righteous." So 
the same kind of security that a father who there is nothing negative about the fear of 
inspires deep respect gives to his children. God. I t  is pure and protective and makes a 
Such fear also helps to banish the unpleas- servant of God stronger than his enemies. 
ant, negative fear of man, which is a snare. Like Jesus, a Christian finds satisfaction 
(Proverbs 29:25) One who did not learn in this fear in the same way that he enjoys 
this lesson was Urijah, the son of She- all other blessings from Jehovah.-Isaiah 
maiah, who preached in Jerusalem along 11:3. 
with Jeremiah before 607 B.C.E. Unlike Hence, it is entirely appropriate for the 
Jeremiah, Urijah allowed fear of the king angel to urge all mankind today to fear 
to ensnare him. He stopped preaching and God. Without proper godly fear, we will 
fled from his assignment. Eventually, the likely give in to wrong impulses or suc- 
king caught him and had him killed. (Jer- cumb to fear of man. If we cultivate the 
emiah 26:20-23) How could Urijah have proper form of fear, we will be helped to act 
avoided that sad fate? By developing a fqar wisely. "The fear of Jehovah is the start of 
of Jehovah that was stronger than his fear wisdom." (Proverbs 9:lO; Psalm 1 1 1 : l O )  
of man. True, we should love God with all our heart, 

Jesus, after his resurrection and ascen- soul, mind, and strength. (Mark 12:30) 
sion to heaven, counseled his followers: "Do And we should also be in awe of him, 
not be afraid of the things you are about to respecting him, or, in the words of the 
suffer." (Revelation 2:lO) History demon- angel, "fear God and give him glory, be- 
strates the need of that counsel, since cause the hour of the judgment by him has 
Christians-from the Roman arenas to arrived."-Revelation 14:7. 
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JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES feel a 
deep love for Jehovah God and 
responsibility to their fellow- 
man, moving them to try to give 
everyone the opportunity to 
hear the good news of God's . d 
Kingdom. (Matthew 24: 14) That 
is why a sister was determined 

kk"$ to preach to soldiers and their 
families at the military com- 
pound in her territory. 

Each time she tried, she was 
denied entry by the captain in 
charge. She relates: "So I de- 
cided to see the commanding 
officer, a colonel. When I tele- 
phoned his secretary, he re- 
fused to put me through to the 

* colonel. I planned to visit the 
colonel at his home, for he lived 

. away from the barracks. When I 
did, he asked me where I came 
from. Fortunately, I was born on 
the small main island in Fiji. Out 
of respect he listened to my re- 
quest and said he had heard of 
Jehovah's Witnesses but had 
never had our work explained to 
him. It gave me a wonderful op- 
portunity to witness to him, and 
he accepted three Bible study 
aids from me. He told me to be 

at his office at the barracks at 
9:00 a.m. the next Tuesday. 
When another sister and I ar- 
rived, the guards had already 
been advised of our visit and 
told us that permission was 
granted for us to preach in the 
compound. The guard com- 
mander said: 'I am now inform- 
ing all officers that on Friday all 
doors are to be open to you, and 
even though all of us have dif- 
ferent religions, yours could be 
the one for sounding the warn- 
ing of the Kingdom of heaven 
and the end of the world.' 

'When we arrived on Friday," 
she continues, "a military sound 
car went through the camp an- 
nouncing: 'Two elderly women 
will be in the camp sounding a 
warning to y u, so please open 
your doors l nd listen to them. 
Refrain from arguing with them 
or creating animosity.' We 
worked the camp from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., placing 100 books 
and 200 magazines. And the re- 
sult? Many return visits have 
been made and many Bible stud- 
ies started." 

From another island in the 

South Pacific that was recently 
opened to the preaching work 
by special pioneers comes an 
interesting experience. These 
special pioneers are opposed 
by the United Church leaders. 
During the visit of the circuit 
overseer, they had difficulty 
making a return visit, as the vil- 
lage chief, influenced by the 
church leaders, refused to allow 
Jehovah's Witnesses into the 

I village. When they arrived, the 
chief was not there, so the in- 
terested Derson was called on 
and a fine witness was given. 
As they left, a large canoe was 
seen approaching, and obvious- 
ly it had engine trouble, since 
people were paddling. Yes, it 
was the village chief arriving too 
late to stop the return visit. On 
returning home, the pioneers 
told the circuit overseer in pid- 
gin: "Me fella thinkim might an- 
gel now breakim engine belong 
him." 

So Jehovah blessed the per- 
sistence of these brothers in 
obeying his command to preach 
"this good news of the king- 
dom." 
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